














Daily Report— 





West Europe 


FBIS-WEU-95-012 
Thursday 


19 January 1995 This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 


























Daily Report 
West Europe 











FBIS-WEU-95-012 CONTENTS 19 January 1995 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


EU Delays Russian Economic Accord Over Chechnya [AFP] 0.........0..c:ccccceceececeeesceeseeesceeeeecsseeceeseeeesecenses 
OSCE Secretary General Discusses Chechnya /Cologne Radio] ...................:.cccsssessseeseeeeeeees leeuoseeuseeneneners 
Russian SAM Command Post Seized in Antwerp /LE SOIR 18 Jam] .......222..0.cccccceccseeeeeeeeeeeveeeeevseeseeverenees 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
French EU Deputies Condemn U.S. Trade Accord /LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 17 Jan] ......0....2.-.2.2-.. 
Austria's Vranitzky Discusses EU Integration /DER STANDARD 18 Jam] 2......0..0..cccccccccceeccceeeeeeeevee-eveee 
Germany Interested in European Satellite Projects /LE MONDE 16 Jam] 20.......0....cccceccccceseeceeeeseeeeseeeseeees 
Europol Delayed by Continued EU ‘Squabbling’ /THE EUROPEAN 26 Jan] .0.........cccccccccccceeccceeeeeeeeseeees 
AUSTRIA 


Mock Warns of ‘Losing Sight’ of NATO /DER STANDARD 18 Jan] 0.....00000..0.cc0cccccccsceeseeeeeeeeesecevseeeveseeees 
Vranitzky Insists on Mochovce Hearing [Viera TV] oo.cceccccccccccccccecececeeceeecececceeecesescceneeceeeceeceecerevsuecererenes 


BENELUX COUNTRIES 


Belgium 
GIA Reportedly Threatens Prime Minister /LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 18 Jan] o.......00.00000000006ccccceeee 
Minister Refuses To Approve Arms to Indonesia /DE MORGEN 18 Jam] oo....cccccccccccccccccccececeeeeee 


UNITED KINGDOM 
Intelligence. Security Services To Cut Budgets /THE TIMES 18 Jan] ................. oksasnshebisnahgonienseinicdaionnees 
GERMANY 


Kohl Pledges To Maintain Support for Yeltsin 
/FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE SONNTAGSZEITUNG 15 Jan] ceccccccccccccccssscecssesseeseeeseeeeesceeseecsneennes 
Addresses Bundestag on Chechnya (Munich TW] cicccccccccccccccccccscccesseeceeessseseesseeseessecseeeesensecseeeceseeseens 
Kinkel Ill, Cancels Meeting With Butrus-Ghali /DDP/ADN] 00.........cccccccccccccecccsecceessecenseenseeeeceeeeceeecesensneens 
Gives Statement on Chechnya [Munich TW] ooccccccccccccccccsscsecseseseceeeeeseseesseeeecssseseeeeeecetseseeeecaeeeerseeenees 
Government ‘Prepared in Principle’ for UN Missions /DIE WELT 18 Jan] ........cccccccccccccccccccecceeseeessseeees 
Ruehe on Talks With Butrus-Ghali; No Troops Promised /DDP/ADN]  ..........0:+:ssssesseesesesesrseneeresenne 
Kohl, Butrus-Ghali Discuss Bundeswehr Role in UN /DDP/ADN] ......0...:00ccccccccseseseeseecseeeseeeecessseenssecnseenes 
Joffe Views Kohl. Clinton ‘Appeasement’ of Yeltsin /SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 18 Jan] oo... 
Daily: U.S. ‘Taken by Surprise’ Over Chechnya /DIE WELT 18 Jan] ..0......cccccccccccsscesseeseceeesesecceeesteeeeenees 


FRANCE 


Balladur Announces Presidential Candidacy [Paris TV] .....cc.ccccsccscseseseeeessesseseeeeeeeeeeees aledacseienietbveneteniensans 
ene CRRCCROE BEUIED FOBT oeceecnscessccessscssesseressererscnereneneeoncnssesaneonenontontsatensennssooosecsreooeesesesonnee 
CRS TRRRSUS FIST T cccerccccscccsosereccnccvensccccsoconessnonnescorsscsnoososonessosssonessoososoqnsoossaseonossooononososccoesoosooes 

Commentator Views U.S.’s ‘Russian Dilemma’ /LIBERATION 17 JQ]  .........ccccccccccscssesseecesecceceeesecesseeees 


ITALY 


Dini Does ‘Not Intend To Change’ Positions /(CORRIERE DELLA SERA 19 Jan]  ...ccccccccccccccccccccceseees 
Dini: ‘No Such Thing’ as ‘Fixed-Term Government’ /L’UNITA 19 Jan] ....cccccccccccccecccceeccessseesseseeseees 
Berlusconi Determined To Rid Italy of ‘Vermin’ /LA STAMPA 18 Jan] .....c.ccccccccccccesscceesceeessesceeeeseeereeens 








FBIS-WEU-95-012 


19 January 1995 2 West Europe 
Berlusconi, Fini Investigated Over Remarks /CORRIERE DELLA SERA 19 Jan] ........2:....:.0c+00-00--00-00-0 24 
Pannella: Dini To Mend Ties With Berlusconi /CORRIERE DELLA SERA 19 Jan] .0.2..2.......0.00000-00000-+- 25 
New Defense Minister Corcione Profiled /LA REPUBBLICA 18 Jan] ............cccc.c0ccecssseseeseeseseeseeeeeseeseeeees 25 

SPAIN 
Aznar Views Government Stability, EcOmOmy  ...................:ccccceeececeesceeseeeeeececesceeseeessesecesseessesseensenserensceeeeees 27 

‘Seek Solutions to Crisis’ /EFE] 2..........ccccccccceccessseeecceeesseseeseesseesceesceceescesseessceseessenscesssseesteasensssevsccenes 27 
‘Tough and Difficult’ Economic Policy /EL PAIS 18 Janj .............ccscsecseseesesseseeseseeseseseeeceseeesenseeees 27 
Calling Elections Would Cause Instability /EFE)  ..................0::0000 grenetdinmunisienssquaiectentessbeecebseencbigeseioernyets 28 
Arzalluz: “Socialist Era Has Reached Its End” /EFE] .00....0....2..:cccccecsccescceeeceeese-evcesseesersecesesseeceesceeneesceesseess 28 
NORDIC COUNTRIES 
Denmark 
Butrus-Ghali: UN Unable To Intervene in Chechnya (AFP) 000............:ccssesseeseesceseeseesesceeeeseeeeeeeecenees 29 
Warning Against Western Sanctions Over Chechnya /DET FRI AKTUELT 14 Jan) ....................-. 29 
Finland 
Enestam Favors Crisis Troops Not Under UN Control /Helsimki Radio} .0............c..c.cc0c0ecceeeee00-000 30 
Foreign Minister, Party Leader on Chechnya /HELSINGIN SANOMAT 5 Jan]  ...........00c00c000000000+ 30 
Norway 
Harlem Brundtland on Nordic, EU, U.S. Ties /POLITIKEN 18 Jan] 000.......cccccccccccsssesssessseeeseeeeeeeees 31 
Poll Shows Gains for Center, Conservative Parties /AFTENPOSTEN 14 Jan] 00......00.cc0ccc0c00000000000- 33 
Brundtland: Need for Political Participation, Debate /AFTENPOSTEN 24 Dec] 00............0:c000000000+ 33 
‘Nonviable’ Opposition Called ‘Problem for Democracy’ /AFTENPOSTEN 29 Dec] ..................0++. 34 
Red Cross Not Permitted To Fly Aid to Chechnya /Stockholm Radio} .............ccccccscceeceeeseseeeeeeseeees 36 

CYPRUS 
Denktash Opposed to Cyprus Bid for EU Membership /THE GUARDIAN 18 Jan] o........cc.ccccccccceeeeeeeeeees 37 
Government Considers Buying Russian Tanks, APC’s  /7 SIMERINI 13 Jan] ........0..cccccccccccccceeeseeeeeeeeeevees 37 
Denktas on Presidential System, His ‘Presidency’ /NicOsia RAGiO] ........0.....ccccccccesseeeseeeseeseesseeseeseeneeeceeseees 38 
Atun Reshuffles Democratic Party Posts in Cabinet /Nicosia R@diO} 0.......2...cccccccccesceesecseesesseeeneneeeeeeeeveees 38 

Denktas Assesses Reshuffle /Nicosia RAG] .........ccccccccccseceescessessseesssesessesseessesssensestecsesseceretersecereeees 38 
Greek-Cypriot, Turkish-Cypriot Politicians Meet /Nicosia RAdIiO] .........0.0..cccccccceeeseessesseessesseeseeeseeeseeersecens 39 
Greek Cypriot-Turkish Cypriot Trade Union Declaration /Nicosid RAdiIO] .............cccccccceseeeseseeeseeseeeeeereees 39 

GREECE 
‘Tired’ of Denying Turkish Claims Regarding Kurds [Athens Radio] ............cccccccccssesseesseesseseeeseeeeeenseeeenees 40 
Poll on PASOK Popularity, Balkan Issues /K/RIAKATIKI ELEVTHEROTIPIA 1 Jan] oo.....ccccccccccccecceees 40 

TURKEY 
Lebanese Terrorists Kidnap U.S. Colonel, Som .0............cccccccscccesssssserreccesesesseeseesesesssensseeseeeeceesssssesesssreeeeseeees 4] 

Release of Hizballah Member Demanded /Jerusalem Radio] ..........cccccccccceseseeseeseeseesseseereereeereeerseeees 41 

Group Threatens To Kill Hostages [APP] ......ccccccscccccscsessssccccccccveccccssccsscocscsecssocssocosoosssscscessesessoresooees 41 
Humanitarian Aid to Chechnya for Third Time /ANATOLIA]  .0.....cccccccccccccccsccsseeceeesseesseeessescesesceeesereeeenees 41 
U.S. Said To Help Russia, Fear Turkic Community /TERCUMAN 12 Jan] coccccccccccccccccccsccseceseeceseeees 41 
Ankara Questions Logic of Senator Dole Bill on Aid [Amara TV] ......ccccccccccsccesseesessseseeseeesesseseeeseeseeeeneeees 42 
Greece's Approach to Customs Union Seen as Dubious /DUNYA 16 Jan] oocccccccccccccccccccseccessscessseeensseeeeens 42 
Ciller Comes Under Pressure for Early Elections /TERCUMAN 12 Jan]  .......cccccccccccsssssessesseesseseeseeeseeeneees 42 
Demirel Criticizes Ciller Over Economy /TURKISH DAILY NEWS 12 Jan]  .occccccccccccccccccscceseeseeseeeeeseeees 43 


Banning Refah Called ‘Harebrained’ /MILLIVET 9 Dec] oo.cc.ccccccccccscscscsseeeeesesesseeseeseesseseeseeeseseneeeeneecenenees 43 











FBIS-WEL-95-012 
19 January 1995 


EU Delays Russian Economic Accord Over 
Chechnya 

AU1901122895 Paris AFP in English 1222 GMT 
19 Jan YS 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Strasbourg. France. Jan 19 
(AFP}—The European Union has delayed the imple- 
mentation of an economic accord with Russia in protest 
at Moscow’s intervention in Chechnva. External Rela- 
tions Commissioner Hans Van den Broek said Thursday 
[19 January} 


The European L'nion-Russia partnership agreement was 
agreed at last June's Corfu summit and was on the point 
of being approved by the Commission on an intenm 
basis which would have allowed enactment of its eco- 
nomic and commercial aspects pending ratification of 
the full accord by the parliaments of the 15 EU member 
States. 


But Yan den Broek said that the signature would be 
frozen during a debate on Chechnya in a plenary session 
of the parliament here 


French European Affairs Minister Alain Lamassoure 
said that the Russian military intervention in Chechnya 
was in breach of international commitments made by 
Russia. 


France currently holds the presidency of the EU council 
of ministers. 


“These undertakings must be respected without any 
further delay in the concrete case of the crisis in Chech- 
nya. he said 


Lamassoure was referring to the partnership agreement 
between the European Union and Russia which stated 
that respect for democratic principles had to be at the 
heart of external and internal policies of the contracting 
parties. 


Lamassoure also recalled that Russia nad made commit- 
ments of a similar tenor at a summit of the Organistion 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe held in Budapy st 
in December 


The European Union called earlier this week for Russia 
10 act as soon as possible on its agreement to allow an 
OCSE mission to be sent to Chechnya. 


The situation in Chechriva and the future of the eco- 
nomic accord will be discussed when EU foreign minis- 
ters meet in Brussels on Monday 


OSCE Secretary General Discusses Chechnya 


AU 1801125698 Coloene Deutschlandtunk Network in 
German O545 GAIT 1&8 Jan YS 


[Telephone interview with OSCE Secretary General 
Wilhelm Hoeyvnck in Vienna by Karin Beindorff in 
Cologne studio—live] 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


{[FBIS Translated Text} [Beindorff] Mr. Hoeynck. what 
political tasks does the OSCE [Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe] have in crisis management? 
Can it be described in detail” 


{[Hoeynck] It cannot be described in general. because 
crises and conflicts differ. It depends on the type of 
conflict. What 1s important is the opportunity to inter- 
vene and have an influence before such conflicts degen- 
erate into military disputes. Once a military conflict has 
broken out, we always have a dual task: We must first 
bring about a cease-fire and then do everything possible 
to achieve a political solution. 


[Beindorff] What weight do major European govern- 
ments give to your organization today. in other words: 
Do they take you seriously enough” 


{Hoeynck] That 1s very difficult to tell. It depends on 
each individual case. But I think that especially in 
connection with the last summit in Budapest and with 
developments in Europe. all 52 OSCE members have 
become increasingly interested in strengthening the orga- 
nization. Whether we are given sufficient importance is 
very difficult to assess. One musi not forget that the 
OSCE cannot be made into an instrument that is suitable 
for dealing with all problems. For solving our problems 
in Europe—and the central problem 1s certainly how to 
create new stability in this difficult transition period— 
we need a variety of institutions. That includes the 
OSCE, the European Union, NATO. and in certain cases 
also the United Nations. 


[Beindorff] We might get back to this in a minute. But let 
us talk about a specific example: The OSCE has repeat- 
edly been mentioned in connection with Chechnya. 
What could your organization actually achieve there? 


[Hoeynck] First of all. people have failed to fully 
acknowledge that a situation has now been reached 
where we know that this is an internal Russian conflict, 
but that this does not automatically exclude any possi- 
bility of international intervention. The OSCE rules give 
the OSCE and OSCE members the right to intervene in 
this conflict. This ts an important point. Second, you 
have to realize that—unfortunately—the OSCE, just like 
all the other international organizations—the UN Secu- 
rity Council cannot even discuss the issue—that no 
international organization, and no state, can force 
Russia to behave in a certain way. 


[Beindorff}] Mr. Hoeynck. you have mentioned it your- 
self: The OSCE has its rules. agreements signed by the 
members. Has Russia actually violated the OSCE rules, 
and should that fact not be announced in public? 


[Hoeynck} The OSCE chairman. the very: lever and very 
courageous Hungarian Foreign Minister Kovacs, has 
expressly condemned the violation of mayor rules of the 
humanitarian international law and important rules of 
what we in the OSCE cal! the human dimension. That 
was also pointed out very clearly at the meeting of the 
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OSCE’s Permanent Council last Thursday [!2 January]. 
But what is important now is to look ahead and find out 
where the CSCE can contnbute to solving the conflict. 


{Beindorff] What contribution could that be? 


{Hoeynck] Your correspondent has just said, quite 
rightly. that finding a political solution will be a compli- 
cated and long- term task. And that ts the field where the 
OSCE can contribute its share. Talks on that issue were 
continued in Moscow yesterday and the day before. 
Russia 1s now prepared to accept a first OSCE mission, 
which will go to Moscow and to Chechnya on Saturday. 
The mission will find out what the situation ts like there 
and will then discuss with the Russians the OSCE’s 
possibilities of contributing its share to establishing 
structures that will enable a political solution. 


[Beindorff] Mr. Hoeynck. may | interrupt you there? 
Does this not mean that you have to wait and see how 
Russia 1s going to behave? If the Russian Government 
wants to continue the war, you will have to wait, wait, 
wait for political talks to become possible. You cannot 
influence that at all, if I got you right. 


[Hoeynck] That 1s not quite right. But let me say it once 
again: No power in the world can force Russia to behave 
in a certain way. What we can do. and what we must do, 
is convince Russia. That 1s being tried both in the 
international organizations and on the bilateral level. We 
are not just waiting. We have started a process that 1s 
moving forward step by step. In the OSCE this process 1s 
being pushed ahead most determinedly by our Hun- 
garian chairman. The OSCE’s possibilities are coopera- 
tive in nature. And it 1s important that this cooperation 
process has been started. | would also like to emphasize 
that the people we have been talking to in Moscow are 
willing to make use of the possibilities provided by the 
OSCE. 


[Beindorff] Do these possibilities include what 1s another 
diplomatic measure, namely exerting pressure, massive 
pressure”? 


{Hoeynck] In many diplomatic negotiations | have 
learned that it 1s much better to try and convince people 
than exert pressure. Of course, vou will always have a 
certain mixture of pressure and enticement. But I think 
that in this specific situation everything calls for using 
cooperative means and for convincing Russia. Russia 1s 
clearly interested in cooperating with tts partners, with 
the OSCE. I am convinced that with international influ- 
ence, with the influence of the functioning democratic 
structures in Russia we will reach a path leading toward 
a political solution to the conflict. 


[Beindorff] Everything you have just said, Mr. Hoey- 
nck—and this 1s going to be my last question—could also 
have been said by a United Nations diplomat. What can 
the OSCE do better than the United Nations? 


{[Hoeynck] In this specific case it is obvious. Russia 
refuses to discuss the issue in the UN Security Council, 
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saying this is an internal conflict. The OSCE has dif- 
ferent rules. Human rights issues are not considered to 
be exclusively internal issues. We have got rules on the 
internal use of armed forces that the United Nations 
does not have. On the other hand. the OSCE’s instru- 
ments are different from those of the United nations. 
The OSCE does not have any coercive instruments. The 
OSCE does not have the possibility to use armed forces 
for pressuring parties into a certain behavior, which ts 
possible under the UN Charter. 


Russian SAM Command Post Seized in Antwerp 


BR1801155995 Brussels LE SOIR in French 18 Jan 9S 
pp 1,16 


[Report by Alain Guillaume: “Trafficking: A Russian 
Missile Launcher Control Unit Seized in Antwerp”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] The missile launcher command 
post was in transit in Belgium. came from Minsk. and tts 
final destination was the Middle East. 


Antwerp as a center for international arms trafficking— 
that will come as a surprise to no one. But Belgian 
detectives nevertheless pulled wry faces on Friday [13 
January] after the discovery in a warchouse tn the city of 
a vehicle of Russian origin serving as a command unit 
for a missile launch station. 


The Rangir (as the armored vehicle stuffed ful! of 
electronics and high technology is called) came from 
Belarus. It was in transit in Antwerp and had been 
“exported” from Minsk under a false name by arms 
dealers. The purchaser was a client in the Middle East, 
according to our sources, probably Saddam Hussayn's 
Iraq (which ts still under a UN embargo). 


The seizure of this armed vehicle obviously makes it 
clear to investigators that they are looking at a dangerous 
and efficient arms supply network, but also that ground- 
to-air and ground-to- ground missiles of Russian origin, 
and their support systems, must be and have been 
exported to the Middle East via Belgium 


Some weeks ago the Belgian authorities were informed 
(by channels which remain unclear) of the existence of 
this traffic, which starts in Minsk in the Belarus republic 
(one of the formes Soviet republics), and of the presence 
of sophisticated weapons in transit in Belgium. 


Arms trafficking specialists of the BSR [Special Investi- 
gation Branch] of Brussels, Antwerp gendarmes, and 
specialists from the SGR [Military Intelligence Service] 
(the army's investigation unit) quickly located the 
weapons in question. They were in a warchouse in the 
port of Antwerp belonging to the Atramef company. It 
seems that the warehouse was sublet to another com- 
pany. 


We have tried to contact Atramef, but without success. A 
manager of the other company told us it knew nothing of 
the matter. 
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In the warehouse the gendarmes found an imposing 
armored vehicle resembling a tank. It was covered with a 
tarpaulin and filled with electronics. It 1s a command 
post for the fire control of SAM-type ground-to-air (and 
also ground-to-ground) missiles. 


These heavy but mobile heavy artillery systems are 
generally operated in the Russian Army by one or two 
squads of soldiers, with one or several launch ramps, 
radar to control firing and maintain surveillance over the 
battlefield, and support vehicles (communications and 
logistics). Of course there is only one single reason to buy 
a control unit of this kind: To use it to fire missiles. 


In addition to this mobile command unit, gendarmes 
also seized various cases containing imposing electronic 
material. the nature of which has vet to be identified. 


Following this discovery. Antwerp examining magistrate 
Jordaens issued several search warrants (for companies 
involved in letting the warehouse, among others). 
During these visits on Monday. investigators were able 
to get hold of a series of documents throwing light on the 
affairs of the Minsk arms dealers. They discovered that a 
U.S. company is involved in the trafficking, and that 
other components of the fire-control system (including 
missiles) have probably already gone through Belgium. 


Missiles for lraq? 


Modern weapons experts consulted by us (at the Defense 
Ministry, the Peace Research and Information Group in 
Brussels, and JANE’S Review in London) were doubtful 
about the name of “Ranger” given by our sources to this 
fire-control vehicle. The inscription concerned could 
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have been read on the side of the vehicle, which would 
also have another “official” identification. 


Moreover several experts commented that the suspicions 
against Iraq were occurring at a time when there was 
strong pressure on the United Nations to scale down its 
sanctions against this country. They also remarked that 
from Antwerp to Baghdad. the route of the traffickers 
would be strangely long and tortuous. 


However, all the experts consulted by us linked this 
discovery to information released in December 1n the 
United States. 


In December it was learned that, through the interme- 
diary of the U.S. company BDM International. former 
U.S. Defense Secretary Frank Carlucci had bought sev- 
eral S-300 PMU missiles (SAM 10s) from the republic of 
Belarus. The equipment had been delivered by an 
Antonov plane to a U.S. base and then immediately 
given over to the scrutiny of US Air Force experts. 


This deal was not illegal in any way, and the SAM 10s 
interested U.S. experts very legitimately, because they 
are regarded as the only missiles of Russian origin which 
could put U.S. or Western forces at risk. 


However, according to our sources. the U.S. company 
involved in the traffic discovered in Antwerp has 
nothing to do with the Carlucci affair. Moreover the 
Belgian investigators and specialized services interested 
by the discovery of the Rangir appear unequivocal: The 
equipment (and “accessories” which preceded it in the 
network) were intended for the Middle East, they say. 
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French EU Deputies Condemn U.S. Trade Accord 


BRISO11S4095 Parts LA TRIBUt NE DESFOSSES in 
French 17 Jan 95 p 4 


{Report by Marc Deger: “New Uprising by French 
Deputies Against the Commission” J 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The National Assembly's 
European Union [EU] delegation vesterday condemned 
the way in which the European Commussion in Brus-els 
had struck an interim agreement with the Unnted States 
on trade compensation with regard to the enlargement of 
the EU! to include Austria. Finland. and Sweden 


This agreement. concluded at the end of the vear and 
ratified in writing by a qualified majority of the Twelve. 
grants LS. exporters reductions in customs duties worth 
some 150-200 million ECU for the first six months of 
this year. The sectors particularly concerned are elec- 
tronics and high technology. France voted against the 
concessions. New talks will take place between the Fif- 
teen and the United States during the first half of 1995 
with the aim of concluding a definitive agreement. 


The deiegation, which first came to the fore last October 
with its insurrection against the Commussion in the face 
of its “recommendation” to France concerpias tts 
“excessive public deticu. has this time rise up to 
accuse the Commission of having “negotiated temporary 
compensation for the lL nited States without having a 
prior mandate from the Counci!” of ministers 


In a letter to the prime minister the delegation asked the 
French Government which holds the presidency of the 
EU for the first half of 1995. “to define a clear and 
precise mandate from the Counci! to the Commission for 
the negotiation of compensation for the United States 
and other members of the World Trade Organization.” It 
also wants to ensure that “the granting of temporary 
compensation does not presudice the result of the 
upcoming negotiations while the legttimacy of such 
advantages has vet to be established.” [passage omitted] 


Austria's Vranitzky Discusses EU Integration 
1U'I8011 24398 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 


IS Jan YS p 2 
[Samo Kobenier report: “Close Cooperation With Swit- 
7erland Continues] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Switzerland's interest im the way 
Austria managed its entry into the European Union and 
Austrian efforts to intensify cooperation with its 
neighbor so that the peogressing EU integration does not 
leave it isolated—these were the topics dominating Aus- 
trran Chancellor Franz Vranitzky’s traditional first 
sorking visit to Switzerland since the formation of the 
government. He arrived on Tuesday [17 January] 


Switzerland has taken particular note of an assurance by 
Vranitzky prnor to the visit whereby Austria intends to 
remain neutral even within the NATO Partnership for 
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Peace and as a member of the WEL. at least until the 
formation of a European security system in 1996 


The talks, which were attended on the Swiss side by 
President Villiger and the federal councilors Cotti. Ogg, 
and De La Muraz. concerned. among other things, 
Austria's assessment of the conflicts in Eastern Europe 
and European security and transit traffic policy. As far as 
this last point is concerned. Villiger indicated greater 
flexibility on Switzerland's part. as well as greater sohi- 
darity with European intentions. Traffic between Austria 
and Switzerland in future should assume an “EU 
nature.” Vranitzky added. But Switzerland's Alpine int- 
tiative whereby 1t plans to shift heavy road transport 
traffic to the railroad by the vear 20058 is a burden for 
Austria that will have to be discussed “for some time 
vet.” Villiger said that within the framework of this 
initiative, the Swiss have voted in favor of an expansion 
of the railroad and an increase in its capacity. This isa 
solution that harms no one. Villiger said 


As far as Swiss prospects for the El’ and European 
Economic Area are concerned. Villiger sand that the 
COUNTIY 1S Striving for participation in these institutions 
However, the population's no v: » be binding on 
the government 


Me Nast 


Germany Interested in Furopean Satellite Projects 
BR1801123298 Paris LE MONDE in French 16 Jan 95 
p 24 


[Report by Jacques Isnard: “Sp 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Toulouse—French Detense 
Minister Francois Leotard presented the Helros-! optical 
observation satellite project to German Defense Min- 
ister Volker Ruehe in Toulouse on Friday. 13 January 
He was accompanied by Spanish Defense Minister 
Juhan Garcia Vargas. but not by his Italian counterpart. 
who had been detaines in Rome by the political crisis 
sweeping the country. Less than six months away from 
the launch of this satellite in Kourou [French Guiana] bs 
the European Ariane rocket, there was something incon- 
gruous about Mr. Ruehe’s presence: Ciermany is not 
taking part in the Helios-! program. involving two 
military good weather optical observation satellites, 
which was supported by Italy (14 percent) and Spain (7 
percent) in addition te France (79 percent) 


Saicllites for I urope | 


In fact. Mr. Ruehe’s visit to Toulouse had an eminently 
political significance. Since the Constitutional Court in 
Karlsruhe gave the green light back in July 1994 to forms 
of military intervention on behalf of the United Nations 
or in any other international contest. Germany has 
stopped concealing its ambition to become involved ina 
new phase of development of spy satellites in Europe. In 
fact, external actions presuppose autonomous means of 
observation from space in the short term 


The Germans have given themselves until March to 
define their attitude vis-a-vis two major programs sched- 
uled for the start of the next century: A Helos-< recon- 
naissance satellite that will double the optical technology 
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by providing an infrared capacity to see camouflaged 
objects even through the layer of cloud, and a radar 
satellite (dubbed Osiris by the French). that will really 
function in all kinds of weather. day and night. Italy and 
Spain, which had expressed some reservation about 
continuing with France, for mainly budgetary reasons. 
have let 1t be known, as Mr. Garcia Vargas reiterated in 
Toulouse, that Germany's commitment would lead them 
to reconsider their positions. [passage omitted] 


Europol Delayed by Continued EU ‘Squabbling’ 
MS1901114695 London THE EL ROPEAN in English 
20-26 Jan 9S p 2 


[Report by Victor Smart: “Europol’s Full Status Years 
Away” ] 


{[FBIS Transcnbed Text] Europol. destined to become 
the European Union's [EU] central police intelligence 
agency, has warned that its fight against crossborder 
criminals will be thwarted for another two or three years. 


After a frustrating wait for three years since EU leaders 
agreed to set up the unit in The Hague. the agency, which 
has already cost more than $20 million, faces another 
embarrassing delay over an agreement on its full legal 
Status. 


First, EU leaders must settle their squabble over how 
much autonomy to grant the crimebusters in a conven- 
tion for the agency. Then the long-winded process of 
ratifying that convention in each of the 15 EU national 
parliaments must get under way 


The Dutch-based agents whose number has already risen 
to 78, seem unlikely to become fully operational before 
late 1997, six years after Europol’s creation was agreed ut 
Maastricht as Europe's resp» ise to a tidal wave of drugs 
trafficking and other organised crime. 


Europol’s pessimistic timetable 1s sharply at odds with 
the upbeat noises being made by France. which rather 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS § 


shamefacedly blocked a dea] on Europol at last month's 
Essen summit and now holds the EU's rotating presi- 
dency. French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe stated con- 
fidently in a joint article with his German counterpart 
Klaus Kinkel that Europol’s convention would be agreed 
at the Cannes summit and that the agency would De 
taken in hand thereafter 


But Dr Willy Bruggemann. assistant co-ordinator of 
Europol’s fledgling operations. told The European that 
there was no certainty that the Cannes summit would 
finalise the convention. “We don't know for certain 
when the legal framework will be agreed. Even then, it 
must be ratified by national parliaments of the 15 EU 
states. That may take as long as two or three years.” 


It 1s not the first time that politicians eager to be seen to 
be taking decisive European-wide action on an issue of 
public concern have given a [aise impression of progress. 
To combat increasing unemployment :n 1992 Union 
leaders trumpeted the setting up of the Luxembourg- 
based European Investment Fund. a decision which 
ultimately took two years to ratify im national parlia- 
ments. 


Since moving into its headquarters a year ago. Europol 
has been working on an ad hoc basis to combat drug 
trafficking as the Europol Drugs Unit. It may now adopt 
a new name after the Essen summits decision last month 
to extend its remit to stolen cars. money- laundering and 
the growth in trafficking of nuclear materials and people 
forced into prostitution. 


According to Dr Bruggemann. the Euro police are begin- 
ning to score some successes, despite the handicaps of no 
formal convention. Earlier this month Europol, with 
intelligence from Britain and France co-ordinated the 
arrest of three people in Spain smuggling 400 kilos of 
hashish. 


Officials say that the new organisation will avoid duphi- 
cation of existing organisations databases 
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6 AUSTRIA 


Mock Warns of ‘Losing Sight’ of NATO 


AU 1801163695 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
18 Jan 95 p 2 


{Unattributed report: “Mock: “We Must Not Lose Sight 
of NATO" } 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Alois Mock 
came out in support of NATO in his foreign policy 
address to the Nationalrat on Tuesday [17 January]. 
Austna’s WEU observer status must not lead to its losing 
sight of “other security spheres. especially NATO.” he 
said. Since the beginning of the vear, Austria has not only 
been a member of the European Union, but has also had 
observer status in the WEU, he continued. It hes in 
Austria’s interests that comprehensive European secu- 
rity structures capable of “effectively dispelling crimi- 
nals and aggressors” develop out of the WEU. Austria 
wants to take part im these security structures “on an 
equal basis and with solidarity.” 


One should welcome in particular the fact that Austria. 
in accordance with the government pact. 1s now going to 
conclude a special agreement on participation in the 
NATO Partnership for Peace. Mock continued. Hence- 
forth. one must make the best possible use of the 
opportunities presented by this all-European security 
formed by NATO 


Mock descnbed the calls for substantial economizing 
measures in his ministry as “quite simply incomprehen- 
sible.’ The Foreign Ministry's personnel status of about 
1.500 people 1s only about 10 percent more than it was in 
1980. Only Portugal has fewer employees in its Foreign 
Ministry. As for the Foresgn Ministry budget. amounting 
to 0.25 percent of the national budget. the Foreign 
Ministry occupies the lowest place on the European 
sale. The Foreign Ministry's toial operating budget 1s 
less than the financial deficit of the national theaters, 
concluded Mock 


Vranitzky Insists on Mochovce Hearing 


10° 290/114998 lienna ORF Television Network in 
German 2110 GMT 18 Jan 9S 


| Telephone interview with Chancellor Franz Vranitzky 
by Robert Hochner »n Vienna. Vranitzky’s location not 
given—live] 


FBIS-WEL -95-012 
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{FBIS Translated Text] [Hochner] Chancellor. have you 
had any signals from France or Slovakia about a readi- 
ness to participate in the Mochovce public hearing under 
the present circumstances? 


{Vranitzky] We have three partners for talks: first. the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
[EBRD] in London; second, the French suppliers: and 
third, the Slovak sponsor. After many years. we have 
finally achieved the first public hearing in the history of 
nuc\“ar power stations in Eastern Europe. in which 
experts and anyone else can take part. The EBRD is ver 
cooperative, and has laid down the guidelines for such a 
hearing. | spoke to the bank this evening and the bank 
made a great effort to see that both the French and the 
Slovaks are prepared for such a hearing. Tomorrow, | 
expect that in the morning or noon at the latest. we will 
receive the final opinions of the bank and the other 
parties | have mentioned, and one of the offers or 
suggestions that I have made ts as follows: People have 
feared that a few thousand avowed opponents and 
experts would face each other mm a question- and-answer 
session. Therefore we would or »: 17e the hearing in such 
a way that 200 persons at a time are present in the room 
in which the hearing take place. which does not mean of 
course that only 200 people take part in nt. When these 
200 people are through. their place will be taken by the 
next 200. and so on. This suggestion was well received by 
the bank, and the initial French reaction to 1 was also 
favorable. Now it 1s up to the Slovaks to agree with it. 


[Hochner] If the Slovaks and French do not take part, 
will the hearing still take place? 


{Vranitzky] If the Slovaks and French do not take part, 
one will have to consider whom to put the questions fo. 
We might hold the hearing. and later the Slovak and 
French side might say: You have had your hearing. but 
the people who could have provided the answers were 
not present. So if neither the Slovaks nor the French 
want to take part. the whole thing is senseless. Neverthe- 
less, | am not quite pessimistic about this hearing 
because the London bank has suggested that the French 
are now prepared to talk and a lot depends on this 
hearing taking place. If it does not take place. we will 
have the same situation as we had many years ago. 
whereby the people may get upset and protest. but the 
other side does what it wants all the same. Therefore the 
hearing 1s 1mportant. 
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Belgium 


GIA Reportedly Threatens Prime Minister 


BR1801155695 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 18 Jan 95 p 8 


[Report signed “J.F.D.~: “Dehaene Threatened? Alge- 
rian Extremists Are Making Threats—Is It a Joke?”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} On Tuesday morning [17 Jan- 
uary}] LA LIBRE BELGIQUE and LE SOIR newspapers 
received by mail a typed letter from an anonymous 
correspondent claiming to be from the GIA [Armed 
Islamic Group], one of the armed branches of the islamic 
fundamentalists behind many attacks and killings in 
Algeria. 


The letter said that “to show the determination of our 
soldiers. an unprimed bomb has been placed under the 
car of the Belgian prime minister (...)" to “encourage” 
him to break, in the same way as all the heads of 
government of the European Union. “all diplomatic and 
trading links with the Usurpers of Algiers.” 


From Beringen 


The terrorism unit of the Brussels gendarmerie’s BSR 
[Special Investigation Branch], as soon as it was 
informed, proceeded to make the usual checks and 
investigations. The anonymous correspondent had 
clearly “forgotten” that Dehaene was abroad. Neverthe- 
less the gendarmerie of the Vilvoorde district checked 
that Dehaene’s personal car, an Audi 100 which his wife 
had borrowed on Tuesday to go shopping. was not 
accompanied by any explosives. primed or otherwise. 


The two letters sent to the newspapers were absolutely 
identical and were posted from Beringen, where the 
Islamic movement 1s particularly strongly represented. 
The BSR has started to examine the letters, and 
requested an expert's report from the scientific police of 
the criminal investigation department. Is it a trick by 
practical jokers? Nonetheless the BSR is following the 


matter closely. 


BENELUX COUNTRIES 7 


Min/ ite: Refuses To Approve Arms to Indonesia 


BRI8v! (5039S Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 
18 Jan 95 p 4 


|Unattributed article: ““Vandenbroucke: No More 
Weapons for Indonesia”™] 


|FBIS Translated Text] The Parliamentary Foreign 
Affairs Committee had a general discussion on our 
relations with Indonesia yesterday. Minister Frank Van- 
denbroucke (SP [Flemish Socialist Party]) announced 
that, in agreement with his colleague Robert Urbain 
(Foreign Trade, PS {“a‘loon Socialist Party]), he will 
grant no new permits {7 afms supplies to Indonesia “for 
the time being.” unley: far deliveries resulting from 
existing contracts for Sfx per ts had already been 
granted, and which legally +: 4d the government. 


Vandenbroucke observes thai wie persistent conflict in 
East Timor remains “provisionally unsolved,” in spite of 
“recent openings” and a “dialog” supported by Belgium. 
He also finds permanent “shortcomings” with regard to 
the respect of human rights, e.g. the freedom of union 
activities, the freedom of the press, although he has “a 
more differentiated view™ of these human rights. 


In 1993, under his predecessor Willy Claes, the Indone- 
sian Government objected to any reference to the respect 
for human rights in a draft agreement on bilateral 
development aid. Vandenbroucke therefore urges that 
Belgium should continue to work in Indonesia by pro- 
viding very selective project aid, which should be 
assessed case by case, rather than appropriating fixed 
budget packages for the country. 


Yesterday. the minister reiterated the view he had alrcady 
defended in last Sunday's television debate “DE ZEVENDE 
DAG” with VLD [Flemish Liberal Democrats] Senator 
Herman De Croo, that the formula of selective project aid 
reduced the aid volume to Indonesia. 


Vandenbroucke also believes that not all forms of eco- 
nomic cooperation with Indonesia—e.g. that in support 
of trade devetopment—should be stopped right away. 
The minister has ordered Belgian diplomats to follow up 
Indonesia's case very closely during the annual meeting 
of the UN Committee on Human Rights, which will start 
in Geneva at the end of January. 
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8 UNITED KINGDOM 


Intelligence, Security Services Te Cut Budgets 


MS1801132595 London THE 71MES in English 
18 Jan 95 p 2 


[Report by Stewart Tendler: “Treasury Orders Security 
Services To Cut Budgets *] 


{[FBIS Transcnbed Tea.} Britain's security and intelli- 
gence services are cutting millions of pounds from their 
budgets after Treasury orders to trim spending by more 
than 10 per cent. 


The cuts in the Security Service (MI5) and the Secret 
Intelligence Service (M16) take effect from April and will 
extend over the next two years. Britain spends 881 
million pounds a year on the two services and GCHQ 
[Government Communications Headquarters]. 


The economies will be introduced as part of the Trea- 
sury’s drive for greater efficiency plus savings across the 
whole Civil Service. Yesterday a senior Whitehall source 
said the cuts would be worth a little over 10 per cent. 


The source confirmed the start of the cuts this spring but 
said these would not result in substantial manpower cuts. 
The source said: “It will be a saving in money, not staff. 
The money would cover buildings, kit and all that. We 
are not talking big body counts.” 


The economies are the first for the intelligence and 
security communities for decades. MIS and M16 officers 
acknowledge there could be further manpower cuts of 10 
to 15 per cent “down the line” as the Treasury begins to 
seek a peace dividend from improved East- West rela- 
trons and neace in Northern Ireland. 


The cuts come into force as boii services settle into new 
headquarters within easy reach of Whitehall and West- 
minster. MIS’s new offices on Millbank cost an esti- 
mated 265 millon pounds 


M16 has a new set of offices designed by Terry Farrell on 
the south side of the Thames on Vauxhall Bridge Road. 
Both services have out-stations and training establish- 
ments in London and elsewhere in Britain as well as 
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buildings abroad and there are extensive computer and 
communications systems. MI5 has put up for sale one of 
its main London buildings. 


While both services may not enforce redundancies or 
early retirement, cuts could be made in recruiting and 
operations could be reduced in line with new priorities. 
MIS has a staff of 2.200. more than half of them women 
and many of them career officers. About 50 per cent are 
aged under 40. 


Fresh proposals for cuts based on a “peace dividend” 
would be fiercely opposed by the two services. which 
have never faced drastic cuts. and ministers and manda- 
rins would find themselves in the middle of a long battle. 


MI6 takes the view that it ts toc soon to relax over 
conditions in Eastern Europe and believes the Russian 
States could pose new problems. Within MIS there 1s 
concern that optimism about progress towards peace in 
Northern Ireland »uld be premature. In the next few 
months the IRA could split, as it did in the very carly 
Seventies, creating a nev group of militants who would 
bring its campaign back to mainland Britain. The IRA 
has not stopped surveillance and reconnaissance work 
during the ceasefire. 


There has already teen speculation within MIS of sub- 
Stantial manpower cuts sometime in the future. Last 
autumn Stella Rimington. Director-General of MIS, said 
she believed her service could join the police to combat 
drug trafficking and organised crime. 


MI6 officers are understood to feel that although the 
communist domination of Eastern Europe has gone. the 
Russian states remain highly volatile and unstable. 


As the cuts begin to bite at MIS and M16. Scotland V ard 
commanders are drawing up plans for reductions of 19 to 
15 per cent of the manpower of the special branch and 
anti-terrorist branches, totalling 650 officers. 


The cuts are part of a general reduction in staff in the 
Yard's central detectives squads over 18 months. 
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Kohl! Pledges To Maintain Support for Yeltsin 
AU 1801172598 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE SONNT AGSZEITUNG in German 
1S Jan 9S p 3 


{Interview with German Chancellor Helmut Kohl by 
Hugo Mueller-Vogg: place and date not given: ““We 
Must Continue To Support Russia] 


{FBIS Translated Text] [Mueller-Vogg] Do vou still 
regard Boris Yeitsin as a reformist politician or is he a 
power politician seeking to establish a greater Russia? 


[Kohl] You cannot put the question like that. Anyone 
who wants to be able to carry out reforms in Russia must 
also be able to exercise power. And anyone who wants to 
judge the situation in Russia should always keep the 
history of this country in mind: People there have never 
had a real chance to experience democracy, a free 
economic system, or the possibilities of practical 
freedom. Boris Yeltsin has now set out to tackle the 
enormously risky challenge of reforming his country— 
and | have absolutely no doubt that he wants to continue 
along this path. Yet | also know that he is facing 
enormous difficulties and that success will not come 
overnight. Moreover. we do not know at all what will 
happen after Yeltsin. Now as then I will, therefore. do 
ever, hing to support Boris Yeltsin in his attempt to lead 
Russia along the path of a state based on the rule of law, 
a parhamentary democracy, and a liberal economic 
system 


{[Mueller-Vogg] Regarding the question of what will 
come after Yeltsin. one often gets the impression that the 
essence of German- Russian relations was not least a 
g00d relationship between you and Yeltsin... 


[Kohl] This impression ts false. Still, nobody can cleny 
that the current Constitution puts Boris Yelisin ts in 2 
particularly strong position as elected president. And I 
am doing the same as. for example, U.S. President 
Clinton. namely to try to advance the process of reforms 
through permanent contacts. 


[Muelier-Vogg] Yet. as we can see from the conflict i 
Chechnya, the process seems to have come to a stand- 
still. 


{Kokl] | understand everyone who is most deeply wor- 
ried by the pictures of the ternble suffering of the 
Chechen population. And I wish—and I am doing what 
I can to end the hostilities as quickly as possible—that 
people will talk to one unother and find a political 
solution to this conflict. Since the Russiazs are our mos? 
important neighbor in the East, we take a special interest 
in preventing this country from being destabilized. 
When individual areas secede from Russia, the questzon 
will immediately arise as to what eect this will have on 
neighboring regions. After the United States, Russia still 
remains a nuclear superpower. For this reason alone it ts 
of vital importance for the country to stav embedded in 
the overall process of peaceful development of our 
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world. I do not think that there 1s a patent solution in this 
situation. Therefore, one must think again and again 
each day what can be done to support a reasonable 
development. That 1s my position—and | am not going 
to change 11 


[Mueller-V ogg] In Kreuth, Russian reform politician 
Gaydar said that there is a whole arsenal of economic 
and political instruments that should be used in ade- 
quate measures. 


[Kohl] I myself often talked to Yegor Gaydar when he 
was still in office and | very much hope that he will 
assume an importani office again at some stage. We have 
already applied many economic instruments. 


{ Mueller-V ogg] But Gaydar 1s less interested in help than 
in forcing Yeltsin off his course in Chechnya. 


fKohl] This is not how | would interpreted it. But if that 
iS meant in the sense of sanctions, then I am strictly 
against it. Sanctions will definitely not have a positive 
effect; they would rather strengthen the ultra-reactionary 
forces in Russia. 


{Mueller-Vogg] Russia has canceled the planned Russo- 
German military exercises—for military reasons. 


[Kohl] Basically, it is absolutely irrelevant whether these 
exercises are held this year, next year. or the year after: 
The fundamental readiness to hold sucii exercises 
remains intact on toth sides. 


[Mueller-Vogg] The question 1s whether an army that ts 
violating human rights in Chechnya can actually be a 
partner for military exercises with the Bundeswehr. 


[Kohl] I am one of the severest critics of the violation of 
human nmghts. We in the West and we Germans in 
particular have an interest in seeing Russia stay or its 
reform course and we must help Russia despite all 
disappointments. Besides, | would have liked to hear 
once or twice in the era of Mr. Brezhnev some of those 
who now vociferously point to the rssue of human rights 
under Yeltsin. 


{Mueller-Vogg] Let us now turn to domestic policy 
issues. Is the decision by Daimter-Benz to build the 
Swatch car in Lorraine p*oo; of Germany's weakness as 
an industrial center? 


[Kohl] Of course | would nave preferred to see the 
Swatch car produced in Germany. Yet, | refuse to look at 
titis decision from the vantage point of location alone. 
Major concerns must also be given the right to think 
along European lines and act accordingly. Besides, | am 
convinced that 1995 and 1996 will be very good vears for 
us Germans. We have a chance. but we must use the vear 
1995 to learn the lessons from the deep recession of the 
years 1993/94—+that 's to say to change. 


[Mueller-Vogg] What does “change” mean” 
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[Kohl] The FRG has not become worse, but our compet- 
itors have become better. This is why we must pay more 
attention to the issue of how we can secure our leading 
posi.ion on international markets as an industrial and 
export nation. What is true is that we have become too 
expensive, for example in the sphere of labor costs and 
that we impose too high taxes on enterprises. Therefore, 
1 am absolutely in favor of continuing the enterprise tax 
reform in favor of enterprises as quickly as possible— 
which ts what we are currently doing, anyway— 
particularly for medium-sized enterprises, enterprises 
that invest and create jobs. It 1s also true that we have 
fallen behind in our readiness to do research and pro- 
mote new developments. Therefore, it is clear io me that 
we must give priority to research in our thinking and 
actions. That means that we must not only provide 
money but give top priority to research. Young people in 
particular should again be proud of working in research 
and development. Yet this requires that such jobs get 
more recognition again in our prestige-oriented society. 


{[Mueller-Vogg] The coalition wants to abolish the trade 
tax to improve competitive strength. Yet, this tax 1s not 
only an important source of revenues for the communi- 
ties, but it also secures their interest in having enterprises 
established in their communities. Do you not fear that 
without the trade tax, communities ‘will provide less land 
for industrial use? 


[Kohl] Personally. ! will not agree to a solution that does 
not offer compensation for the communities. | am not 
only thinking of financial compensation but primarily of 
n,...ntaining municipal self-administration and indepen- 
dence. If you strip the communities of the possibility of 
independent revenues, then they will very soon become 
dependent on the laender. In reality, the state secretary 
in the Finance Ministry of the individual land will then 
practically determine municipal politics. If municipal 
autonomy should be so undermined, many will no longer 
be ready to cooperate in the local and municipal parlia- 
ments. Under these conditions, the interest in the eco- 
nomic structures of a local neighborhood of those who 
bear political responsibility in the cities, communities, 
and districts would decrease. Such developments would 
profoundly change the political landscape in Germany to 
the worse; municipal self- administration is among the 
best traditions in our history, and | am absolutely against 
anything that would undermine this tradition. 


[Mueller-Vogg] Yet the attractiveness of the trade tax is 
the very link between economic promotion and tax 
revenues. 


[Kohl] Still, every day we are growing more and more 
into the European Union, where we are absolutely iso- 
lated with our trade tax. 


[Mueller-Vogg] Some say that our system of taxes and 
rates is favoring the rich, while the so-called rich claim 
that they are paying too much. Do you think that the 
system is well balanced? 
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[Kohl] Those who earn more must, of course, pay higher 
taxes. Still, it does not make any sense to complain about 
those who invest their money a'oad if we do not create 
the conditions that make it worthwhile to invest in 
Germany. Besides, all that does not change anything 
about the fact that we have to finance German unity. 
Everyone is in favor of it, but | am somewhat astonished 
to see what people are making critical statements on the 
solidarity surcharge: I still remember many who criti- 
cized me for not having required enough sacrifices. Now 
we are asking for sacrifices, and the same people are 
criticizing it again. 

{Mueller-Vogg] Yet, the opposition argues that the sac- 
rifices by the rich are not big enough. 


[Kohl] You know the tax tables as well as I do. So. such 
criticism is, of course, really not true: the rich are, of 
course, paying quite a lot. If we make the taxes too high 
for the rich, the capital will emigrate. 


[Mueller-Vogg] Does the secretary general of the Chris- 
tian Democratic Union [CDU] know that, too? 


[Kohl] Everyone in the party knows it.... 


[Mueller-Vogg] ...but the secretary genera: recently got 
into a social-democratic mood on the issue of taxes. 


[Kohl] You can rest assured that the CDU will not 
become a social-democratic party. That is absolutely out 
of the question. 


[ Mueller-Vogg] Let us now talk about the nursing care 
insurance. The Bavarian minister president is ruling out 
the elimination of a second holiday as compensation and 
wants to discuss the whole issue again. Are you ready for 
that? 


[Kohl] | am absolutely against this debate at this 
moment. We should first implement our resolutions on 
the nursing care insurance and try them out. Then we 
will see whether we need a second day as compensation 
at all. 


[Mueller-Vogg] The solidarity surcharge is an argument 
for many to save on the church tax and leave the 
churches. This is making it difficult for the churches to 
fulfill their social tasks. Therefore, it has been suggested 
to impose a social tax on those who have left the church. 
Do you think this makes sense? 


[Kohl] No. First of all, | am of the opinion that the 
church tax has proved to be useful. I will certainly not 
accept a change in this system. Second, | refute the 
argument that there is a direct connection between the 
church tax and people leaving the church. I do not think 
that the churches should take the easy way out. Third, it 
is certainly a mistake by the churches to keep too low a 
profile on their social activities. If one points out to the 
people paying the church tax that their money is also 
used for funding numerous social benefits this will start 
a process of thinking. Besides, we live in a free society. 
Everyone is free to renounce the church. 
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[Mueller-Vogg] So there will not be any extra taxes for 
those who relinquished the church? 


[Kohl] No. My understanding of church and faith is 
absolutely incompatible with such patterns of thought. 


[Mueller-Vogg}] Let us now talk about Hesse. How 
important is the success of the Free Democratic Party of 
Germany [FDP] on 19 February for the cohesion of the 
coalition? 


[Kohl] The first landtag elections in 1995 are of partic- 
u'ar importance. | have no doubts that the Hesse FDP 
group will be :epresented again in the Hesse Landtag. It 
is, of course, important for the coalition; yet, regardless 
of it, I cannot see any dangers for the coalition. I can only 
warn those who think that a grand coalition would be a 
formidable thing. In terms of figures, a grand coalition 
would have a majority of about 80 percent in the 
Bundestag today, but no one should think that such a big 
majority would automatically be more efficient. When 
you look at the positions supported by the social demo- 
crats in important issues then it is obvious how difficult 
it would be to agree on a common course. Take the 
example of foreign and security policy: There the SPD 
chairman is moving in a very sensible direction. And 
then a lady from southern Hesse suddenly announces the 
exact opposite on the issue of alliance policy. For this 
very reason alone. the current coalition is the right thing 
under the present conditions. 


Addresses Bundestag on Chechnya 


AU1901123495 Munich ARD Television Network in 
German 0924 GMT 19 Jan 95 


[Statement by Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl in the 
Bundestag in Bonn—live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madame President, Ladies and 
Gentlemen: I am finding it hard not to comment on the 
statement of the previous speaker [Party of Democratic 
Socialism deputy Heinrich Graf Einsiedl], but I will 
suppress it. Ladies and gentlemen, the reason that I am 
finding it so hard is that the man spoke on behalf of a 
party that is responsible for slavery, for Bautzen and 
Waldheim, and many crimes against humanity in Ger- 
many. [applause] It is most impertinent to address this 
parliament thus as a speaker for a group that did nothing, 
absolutely nothing for human rights over the decades in 
the former GDR [German Democratic Republic]. 
[applause] 


However. Ladies and Gentlemen, I think that the back- 
ground to the issue that we are discussing here today is so 
serious that we do not want to treat it in such a way. It 
may be enticing for some to try to capitalize in terms of 
domestic policy on the current situation in Russia and 
the disastrous developments in Chechnya. However, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, this will not in the least benefit 
the people there, and it will not be of any use to you in 
this country, either. The events of the past few weeks in 
Chechnya are a tragedy with terrible consequences for 
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everybody, especially for the people there. We see the 
pictures of men, women, and children who have been 
killed and shot. 


In Germany, in particular, but not only in Germany, 
these events of 1995 bring back memories of the time of 
50 years ago. Together with our former opponents, we 
are preparing in these weeks to draw up a future-oriented 
concept of a policy of peace and freedom—this 1s making 
the pictures from Chechnya particularly terrifying for u3, 
and we can feel that. Unfortunately they succeed pictures 
that we have received for months and years from the 
former Yugoslavia. Since this is the case, and since we 
know what it means that within a few weeks, almost half 
a million people had to flee, we know how important it is 
for the community of peoples and for us Germans—as 
well as we can—to make a contribution to end these 
atrocities. 


The Federal Government, the federal foreign minister 
and myself in particular, seized any opportunity in these 
past few weeks to make it clear in our talks with the 
Russian leadership that we stand by the position that 
Russia is entitled to defend its territorial integrity, even 
against separatist movements. However, we pointed out 
as clearly that human rights and humanitarian princi- 
ples, which have been recognized by Russia as by every- 
body else, for example in the OSCE, must be respected. 
In my talks, I put it somewhat differently, when I said 
that, although we recognize the situation of the struggle 
against separatist tendencies, nobody in Germany, 
including myself, understands that area bombings and 
attacks on the civilian population should be an accept- 
able means or possibility to achieve a peaceful solution, 
and that we strictly reject such steps. [applause] 


Ladies and Gentlemen; this is why you had better avoid 
trying to give us private lessons regarding our readiness 
to stand up for human rights. I do not need private 
lessons on this issue from anyone in this room. When I 
became federal chancellor 12 years ago, I unmistakably 
requested the granting of human nghts to our fellow 
citizens in what was then the GDR. [applause] And some 
deputies from the new laender in this house should recall 
the battles in the German Bundestag over the issue of 
doing at least the simplest thing, namely to document 
what the henchmen of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany regime did to our fellow citizens. [applause] 
And since this was the case, and since the debate on the 
Salzgitter issue was held less than 10 years ago, I must 
tell you that you had better not accuse one side of the 
house of lacking respect for human rights, even though 
you may be of a different opinion on some political 
details. You are not authorized to do so. [applause] 


We clearly pointed out our standpoint to the Russian 
leadership on any occasion as | said before. One of the 
members in this house raised the question whether we 
did so as early as in Budapest, and here is my answer: 


At the time of the Budapest meeting, the later develop- 
ment was, of course, not foreseeable. [unintelligible 
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interjections}] But, excuse me. there is a difference 
between troop movements and what happened after- 
ward. | already pointed out to Boris Yeltsin in Budapest 
that Kussia’s regained reputation following the reforms, 
and his own position in the world and in our country has 
to be seen against these developments and the effect they 
have. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, when we are talking abut this 
problem concerning Chechnya today, I think we should 
talk about our policy toward Russia. What are the 
reasons and the motives, and what is the experience this 
policy is based on? In a few weeks we will celebrate the 
end of World War Il. And we know, and we will 
experience this in the week of 8 May, just how deeply the 
experience of the policies of that time, the terrors of the 
Nazi regime, the invasion of the Soviet Union, and many 
other things have influenced Russia. When we see the 
veterans of that time in early May, it will be all the more 
important for us not to brush that experience aside, but 
to try to find a common ground for the future. 


Looking at the map, everyone will see that Russia 1s by 
far the most important and most powerful country of all 
our potential partners in Eastern Europe. And whether 
we like it or not, it is about time—and the best thing | 
have heard here today is the reference to the Berlin 
Congress; but we should leave the picture of chancellors 
up to history, dear colleague, y»ur statement has no great 
impact on that. [unintelligible interjections] I can only 
tell you that I find it particularly interesting that he 
should mention the Berlin Congress, and that 1s why this 
answer is especially appropriate. [applause] But, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, for Germany and for Europe it is 
decisive that after the collapse of the Soviet Union what 
we call the CIS will find its way into the future. But it is 
even more important that Russia should take this way. 
For without the development of peace and democracy in 
Russia there will be no such development in other 
regions. like the Ukraine. And without such a develop- 
ment, none of the so-called reform states—like the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary. Poland—will have a 
peaceful future. Neither will we. And that is why it has 
always been our aim that democracy, the rule-of-law 
state, a liberal economic order, and openness shall be the 
principles of reforms put into effect in Russia. I have 
heard some judgments made on Boris Yeltsin that 
astound me. This is not about glorifying a man, but 
about facts. This man is the first freely elected president 
of Russia. And he took over the heritage of 78 years of 
communist rule, a totalitarian regime. 


He took over the heritage of the Gulag Archipelago, the 
destruction of the social structures of this country, 
including everything that goes with it. And those who 
come from the West—and such people do not only exist 
in Germany, who think they know it all, know how 
things should be done there—those people had better 
take a close look at how difficult such a transformation 
process is in all the countries that have to come to terms 
with their communist path, be it in the former GDR or 
the other countries of the former Warsaw Pact. 
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When the age-old trends revive now, such as nationalism 
that is partly characterized by pan-Slavic tendencies, 
when we hear those complaints of corruption that 1s 
making the work of the state increasingly difficult. and 
when one knows how difficult it is to come to terms with 
the old structures, then I think it is time to support the 
Russians and their government not only with idiotic 
reproaches but wit) a readiness to help. Ladies and 
gent!cmen, when I am saying that the way I have. 11 also 
takes into account the special situation of this country. in 
the neighborhood of the Muslim countries. We must be 
aware—and this has something to do with the devclop- 
ments at the fringes of the Caucasus—that 1f fundamen- 
talism among the two Turkic peoples there were to hold 
its own, it would have an immediate effect on Turkey. 
and from Turkey it would have an immediate effect on 
the Maghreb. And since people have constantly spoken 
of terrorism here, and quite rightly so. | would suggest 
that you should look at what has been happening in 
Algeria in recent weeks—with the exclusion of the inter- 
national public, which is why hardly anybody talks about 
it. We also remember the issue of stability in neighboring 
countries of Algeria, be it Morocco or even Cairo and 
that important country in the Middle East 


Ladies and gentlemen, if all that ts true. 1t means that he 
who talks about the issue of Chechnya must also talk 
about the question of the future of Russia. [applause] 
That is why I support with determination the policy 
pursued by the Federal Government, by the federal 
foreign minister and, by the way, by all our friends and 
partners in the Western community. You from the Social! 
Democratic Bundestag group will certainly not want to 
maintain that a man such as Francois Mitterrand 1s not 
equally committed to human rights as you and | and 
everybody here in this room. If he. the British Govern- 
ment, the U.S. administration, and the countries of the 
European Union assume the same position on this tssue, 
then they will do so not out fearfulness and lack of 
courage, but based on the consideration that we use our 
influence reasonably and as well as we can for a peaceful 
solution in Chechnya. 


And now permit me to say a few words about Boris 
Yeltsin. | am proud that it has been possible to establish 
a friendly relationship with him, and | do not see the 
slightest reason to deny i( in this situation. What a pitiful 
figure I would be to see one of my friends getting into 
trouble and not acknowledging my friendship. [unintel- 
ligible interjections, applause] 


Yet, ladies and gentlemen, friendship obliges you to tell 
your friend the truth, and not what he would like to hear. 
And this is exactly what | have done in the past few 
weeks and will continue to do. [unintelligible interjec- 
tions} 


Excuse me, but I owe you no explanation as to when I 
talked to Boris Yeltsin. What is your idea of foreign 
policy? If my predecessor Helmut Schmidt were to stand 
here you would get an answer from him that you would 
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deserve: | bear the responsibility of German chancellor, 
and | will say what I have to say at the moment that I 
consider appropriate, and not when you want me to. 
japplause] 


And we talked to one another and will do so in the next 
few days. too. Only, let me add what a strange picture 
this 1s for me: In the 1990 coup attempt Boris Yeltsin 
stood up and announced that he would take up the 
challenge of the reform course. After the second coup 
three years later, he was a highly celebrated man. And 
after two more years, in this specific situation, this man, 
even if he made mistakes—something we do not have to 
argue about, and which I am ready to repeat here—even 
if he made mistakes I am still not ready to write him off 
in the way that you have done here today. [applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen: He is a man who showed courage 
and who displayed a level of trustworthiness vis-a-vis the 
Germans that must not be ignored now. It was he who 
complied with every single detail and the timeframe set 
by the agreement on the withdrawal of the Russian 
troops even though there were forces in Moscow that 
wanted to make that impossible. [applause] 


{Bundestag President Suessmuth interjection] Chan- 
cellor, do vou permit a question? 


[Kohl] No. 


Therefore it 1s our policy—and this 1s my objective, 
too—to do everything we can further to suppert this 
important country on its path of reform, and wherever 
tendencies emerge—and | do see those, too—to take the 
necessary action to point out clearly to all responsible 
officials. and I expressly include the president here, that 
Russia will not have a future in peace without the 
reforms described by me, Klaus Kinkel. and many 
others. [sentence as heard] 


If people now polemically claim these days that we—or 
I—were only banking on this one man, I must say: 
Ladies and gentlemen, after all. he is the elected presi- 
dent. In politics. and from our understanding of democ- 
racy. it is quite preposterous for a government, such as 
the Federal government. to try to pursue a policy beyond 
or around this president. Besides, I have absolutely no 
reason to do so. 


The second thing is that even Boris Yeltsin’s term will 
one day be over. All that we can do, and all that has to be 
done is to support democratic structures, or parties, or 
whatever you want to name in this connection. This ts 
what we are, and what I am doing in many different 
ways. However, I also know one thing, and I would like 
to repeat the statement that was made in this house 
today: | do not know whether Boris Yeltsin will be 
successful on this path, but | know for sure that his 
failure would certainly have catastrophic consequences 
if we denied him our support within the framework of 
our possibilities and under the conditions that I have just 
mentioned. This is and remains our policy in this con- 
nection. [applause] 
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The Federal Government's policy toward Russia 1s 
guided by our fundamental interests and, hence, also by 
firm principles. Ladies and gentlemen: | stick to my 
conviction that it is of fundamental interest that Russia's 
developments toward democracy, the law-governed 
state, and the market economy cannot be stopped, and 
that, despite the considerable setbacks, particularly in 
the sphere of the economy. we provide assistance. 


Nevertheless, despite all this support. it remains our 
determined desire—which we will express with all nec- 
essary clarity—that the Russian leadership must know 
that a solution of the Chechnya conflict through the use 
of force will not lead to lasting peace and that Russia's 
reputation 1s being severely harmed. We do not want this 
country to become isolated, either. Any attempt at 
isolating it 1s stupid and dangerous, and would only 
favor the reactionary and extremist forces that one can 
already recognize. | am not only thinking of one indi- 
vidual, who 1s usually mentioned 1n this connection. He 
who closely follows the debates in the Russian Parlia- 
ment—and I wish that more people would—and reads 
and listens to the ideas advanced there, albeit not by the 
most popular radicals. who we are familiar with in 
Germany, too, must know that there are forces in Rus- 
sian society of whom we can all together only wish that 
they will never assume power. 


That is why we must now show a determined will to 
hinder, check, and stop a trend toward force on the one 
hand and to support democracy in Russia on the other 
hand. Despite all the problems that the country has at the 
moment in connection with the actual question of 
Chechnya, the very open discussion that 1s being held— 
in parliament, in the streets, and in the press—shows 
that the country has made considerable progress along 
the path toward democracy. 


Ladies and gentlemen, you should know—and you can 
be sure of that—that together with our partners in the 
West, we will do everything possible to make our contri- 
bution in this regard. However, all I can say to those here 
who, for their own reasons, tell me and demand that we 
should do even more in public, all I can tell them is that 
experience of politics—and you know that just as well as 
I do; if you do not believe me, then ask Helmut Schmidt; 
if Willy Brandt were still with us, then you could ask 
him, and he would tell you the same thing .... [unintelli- 
gible interjection, sentence incomplete as heard] Yes, I 
think so too. He was, of course, particularly successful in 
his Ostpolitik, that is true, that 1s why German unifica- 
tion was achieved in 1989/90 and not 1979. 


Ladies and gentlemen, you can play around a lot with 
history in this respect, but with regard to human rights, 
German unity, you cannot dismiss what we made pos- 
sible and that will remain so. [applause] Now, and I will 
Say it very personally once again. we are concerned about 
using every opportunity that we have to end the terrible 
events in Chechnya, and that we do so wisely. Wisdom 
also means that this German parliament, on behalf of the 
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citizens of Germany, states things in a way that will be 
understood in Moscow and has to be understood there. 
Wisdom means too that the German Government within 
the framework of the possibilities that it has—and that 
applies to me just as much—will do what is necessary at 
every conceivable opportunity for talks to achieve some 
progress in what we want to accomplish. That also 
entails—and this 1s the last thing that I want to say—that 
within the framework of what Ger™ iv» can do, we will 
do everything possible—and th.’ + omething that I 
have told President Yeltsin and promised—wherever 
humanitarian assistance is necessary in view of the need 
of those affected. in the city and surroundings, we will 
make our contribution. It must be our goal to see to it 
that the refugees can return to their home as quickly as 
possible, that a start will be made on reconstruction. and 
that peace will return. Government policy was always a 
policy oriented toward peace and freedom. That not only 
applies to our region, but applies to everywhere in the 
world where we want to make a contribution. It also 
applies to Russia and Chechnya and that remains so. 
[applause]. 


Kinkel Ill, Cancels Meeting With Butrus-Ghali 


LD1801141995 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1359 
GMT 18 Jan 95 


{[FBiS Translated Excerpt] Bonn (DDP/ADN)}—The 
meeting scheduled for this afternoon between UN Sec- 
retary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali and German For- 
eign Minister Klaus Kinkel has been cancelled because 
Kinkel is unwell. This was announced by a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. Kinkel 1s suffering from a bad 
stomach upset, the spokesman said. [passage omitted] 


Gives Statement on Chechnya 


AU 1901103795 Munich ARD Television Network in 
German 0806 GMT 19 Jan 95 


[Government statement by Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel in the Bundestag in Bonn—tlive] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Madame President, Ladies and 
Gentlemen: Every day that the shooting and destruction 
in Chechnya continues shows that the Russian Govern- 
ment has taken the wrong path. In Chechnya human 
rights, international law, and OSCE rules are being 
violated. Bombs and shells are launched on their own 
people. That is and must not be the way to restore a 
country’s territorial integrity. [applause] Following most 
difficult years that involved a great deal of suffering for 
both nations, we Germans established a partnership with 
Russia. That was. 1s, and will be very important for both 
sides. Germany wants to be, and remain, Russia’s friend 
and partner. And the Federal Government trusts that the 
current government will continue its reform course. But 
it expects the Russian Government to deal with this 
conflict in a way that justifies this confidence. The 
bloodshed must be stopped now. [applause] 
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Anyone who wants to make a just assessment of the 
Chechnya conflict must see both sides. The conflict 1s a 
tragedy for both sides. The Chechen Government also 
bears a considerable responsibility for the way things 
have developed. The Chechen side, Dudayev's side, 
must also prove its willingness for compromise. The 
beginnings of the conflict go back a long way in history. 
Dudayey 1s neither a freedom fighter, nor a democrat, 
nor is he a defender of human rights. He is mainly 
fighting f>r his own cause. He prevented a referendum 
on the rey ublic’s government and sovercignty. agreed by 
the Supreme Soviet in Chechnya in March 1993. He 
dismissed the government, dissolved the parliament and 
the constitutional court, and removed the Groznyy City 
Council. 


The Russizn Government has made several offers of 
autonomy to the Chechen side. Russia started— 
unfortunate y it is impossible to go into detail here—the 
military intervention when captured Russian soldiers 
were shown 9n Chechen television and threatened with 
being shot. «Chechnya’s breakaway attempts have not 
been acknowledged by any state in the world. And 
Russia's righ) to maintain its territorial integrity is 
internationally indisputable. But, and this is the crucial 
point: This by no means justifies the behavior of the 
Russian troops in Groznyy, the bomb attacks on civil- 
ians, and the deaths of so many innocent people. 
[applause] 


Our grief and our sympathy go out to the people dying or 
suffering there. Civilians and soldiers. Chechens and 
Russians. And ou: admiration goes out to people such as 
Sergey Kovalov, the Russian president's human rights 
envoy, who has r’sked his life in Groznyy. We are 
concerned about the continuation of reforms in Russia. 
Its credibility 1s being examined now. And this course is 
decisive for the stability of this big and important 
country, and thus fo: the efforts to achieve a common 
new beginning in Europe. together with Russia as a 
democratic partner. 


Yesterday Andrey Kovyrev said that the course of 
reform and the developments toward the market 
economy will continue. Yes, we would like to believe 
this. However, I am telling him that words must now be 
followed by deeds. Besides, yesterday I suggested to him 
that we meet—he made that public. which I did not 
want—to discuss the situation in detail. He made it 
public yesterday, but I have not yet received a final 
answer. Yet, I hope it will take place because it would 
provide us another opportunity to outline our views to 
the Russian Government. 


Chechnya is a country at the Caucasian fringes of the 
Russian Federation with a population of about | million. 
Groznyy, its capital, has about 400.000 inhabitants. 
What is at stake today is not only the fate of Chechnya 
but the internal developments of what is. after all. the 
second biggest nuclear power in the world. Moreover. 
what 1s at stake, too, is the progress that we have 
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achieved in all of Europe for the people since the Wall 
and the barbed wire were removed. Our undiminished 
efforts in terms of foreign policy must continue to focus 
on securing and further developing this progress. 


Ladies and gentlemen; immediately after the beginning 
of the hostilities and before others did so, the Federal 
Government called for ending the bloodshed in 
Chechnya and requested a quick political solution. We 
are still doing that. 


And this means, first, an immediate end to military force 
without preconditions; this is the most imporiunt first 
step. 


Second, the Russian constitutional bodies, executive and 
parliament alike. must negotiate a solution with the 
Chechen politicians. This cannot be achieved on the 
basis of ultimatums but only by a readiness for compro- 
mise on both sides. [applause] 


Third, a solution has to be found that is within the 
framework of the Russian Constitution, which, by the 
way. is the first democratic constitution in Russian 
history, and offers wide room for autonomy guarantees: 
autonomy guarantees, which, by the way, the Russian 
Government gave other Caucasian republics before. As 
Germans, we do not encourage anybody to secede, and 
we do not advise another country to give up parts of its 
national territory. 


Fourth, in trying to find a solution, Russia should fully 
use all possibilities offered by the OSCE. The term 
OSCE, after all. implies what the point is, namely 
cooperation in the new Europe. and not confrontation. 
And the objective has to be to achieve a solution together 
with Russia and not against Russia. [applause] 


However, the Russian Government must of course 
accept being told that cooperation is not a one-way 
street. Russia. too, must respect the agreed rules of the 
game. Together with our partners in the European Union 
and NATO we made it clear in the OSCE’s Permanent 
Council that guaranteeing compliance with OSCE obhi- 
gations 1s the cause of all member countries. Nobody can 
refer to the proviso of non-interference. The fact that it 
is a conflict within the Russian Federation, something 
that has been recognized by all our partners. does not 
mean that we will simply let developments, which are a 
threat for all of Europe, go their way, and watch how 
human rights are being violated. 


The accusation that the Federal Government is hiding 
behind the principle of non-interference is wrong. Like 
all our partners we have always s2id—and | am repeating 
it—that this is an affair within the Russian Federation; 
but, from the very beginning, we condemned the use of 
force and supported the involvement of the OSCE—via 
all conceivable channels. 


The federal chancellor did so in two talks with President 
Yeltsin: | had several talks with the Russian Govern- 
ment, long talks with Russian Foreign Minister Kozyrev. 
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In the first meeting I had with him on 30 December he 
for the first time spoke out for getting the OSCE 
involved. In a comprehensive talk yesterday I explained 
our position to the Russian ambassador. who returned to 
Moscow. Our position is in line with that of our friends 
and partners. That is important, because some people get 
the impression that we are acting single-handedly. The 
opposite is the case. With our statements and our actions 
we were the first to react. And I would like to repeat that. 
{unintelligible interyections] That was the case. you can 
check it. 


The Russian Government itself said in the OSCE’s 
Permanent Council that it will stand by its obligations 
under the OSCE framework and agrees to getting this 
organization involved in the conflict. With this state- 
ment, Moscow is meeting our demand. We welcome the 
announced preparedness for dialogue. Yet. whatever 
Yeltsin orders as president has to be carried out by the 
military. Talking to each other 1s the course they should 
adopt, not the complete destruction of Groznyy. For the 
Russian Government must be aware of one thing: This 
will by no means solve the underlying problem. The 
observation of human rights and the restoration of 
democratic conditions in Chechnya are essential precon- 
ditions for a peaceful development. And as things are at 
the moment, the most important contribution in this 
respect can only be made by the OSCE. [applause] An 
OSCE mission will arrive in Moscow at the weekend. It 
has been agreed that they will be in Chechnya on 24 and 
25 January. A report will be drawn up immediately, and 
further specific proposals made. The Hungarian OSCE 
chairman can expect the Federal Government to support 
him fully in his commitment. [applause] 


President Yeltsin assured the G-7 heads of state and 
government, and thus our chancellor, that Russia ts 
interested in cooperation more than ever before. That 
especially applies to involving the OSCE in dealing with 
the Chechnya conflict. Ladies and gentlemen, in this 
situation there 1s only one course the Federal Govern- 
ment can adopt: Strengthening the willingness to achieve 
democratic and peaceful solutions. Strengthening the 
willingness to continue the reforms. The reform oppor- 
tunity in Russia must not be lost over Chechnya. 
[applause] And things will, indeed, be difficult enough 
after Chechnya, we all know that. We cannot force the 
Russian Government to act in a particular way. We can 
only try to convince them. But | would like to repeat my 
appeal to the Russian Government: Stop the shooting. 
And I can only hope that this appeal will be heard. 
[applause] 


Because of this hope we do not want to stop our support 
for the reform course of President Yeltsin and his 
government. It is here, if anywhere, that the phrase: the 
necessary staying power of a consistent foreign policy 
makes sense. 


As upset as we are about Chechnya, we trust that this 
very president, who has done a lot for the democratic 
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new beginning in Russia, will muster the strength and 
courage to find a way out of this dead-end street—and 
that he will do so as a democrat. It 1s not too late, yet. 
[applause] 


For the Federal Government the question of suspending 
Western economic and financial aid is currently not on 
the agenda. In our opinion, which 1s also shared by 
others, this would benefit the wrong party. What is 
particularly true here is the saying: finem resprce— 
consider the end. However, the Russian Government 
must know that without confidence in the continuation 
of the course of reform, foreign investments will in all 
likelihood not be made in the future. 


Ladies and gentlemen; the Federal Government is in 
agreement with its partners that now a path must be 
found that ends the hostilities in Chechnya as quickly as 
possible. I repeat that this must be undertaken with the 
Russian Government and not against the Russian Gov- 
ernment. After all, beyond Chechnya the future of 
Europe is also at stake. a Europe that urgently and 
necessarily needs a democratic Russia. 


Government ‘Prepared in Principle’ for UN 
Missions 


AU1801194595 Berlin DIE WELT in German 18 Jan 95 
p3 


{Report by Karl-Ludwig Guensche: “Bonn Wants To 
Offer the United Nations Blue Helmets”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn—According to informa- 
tion available to DIE WELT, a compromise is in the 
offing on the controversial issue of providing German 
units for blue helmet missions. UN Secretary General 
Butrus-Ghali, who arrived for talks in Bonn vesterday. 
shall not be given a list of Bundeswehr units available for 
such missions, but he will be signalled that Germany 1s 
prepared in principle to participate in such missions. 


According to diplomatic circles. Butrus-Ghali wants to 
make it clear in his talks with Federal Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel, and Defense Min- 
ister Volker Ruehe that the rapid increase in blue helmet 
missions is Overtaxing the United Nations and that a 
profound and rapid reorganization is necessary. 


The Federal Government also wants to ask the UN 
secretary general to move additional UN organizations 
to Bonn, apart from UNV. the United Nations Volun- 
teers. According to information available to DIE WELT, 
the Federal Government wants to apply for housing the 
Climate Convention secretariat. 


Following his talks in Bonn on 20 January, Butrus-Ghali 
will go to Berlin for talks with Federal President Herzog. 
Ruehe on Talks With Butrus-Ghali; No Troops 
Promised 

LD1801204995 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1939 

GMT 18 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—The 
German Government is still declining to promise the 
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United Nations fixed troop contingents for peace mus- 
sions under UN auspices. Defense Minister Volker 
Ruehe said this evening after talks with UN Secretary 
General Rutrus Butrus-Ghali that the Bundeswehr 
deployments must be decided on a case-by-case )4is. 
Ruche said Butrus-Ghal: had noted the German position 
with “great interest.” 


After his meeting with Butrus-Ghali, Ruehe said at the 
Petersberg government guest house near Bonn that 
“there is still no telling” whether the Bundeswehr will be 
deployed in the event of the withdrawal of UN troops 
from Bosnia. “None of us wants that. Ruehe said, 
adding that it depended on whether the cease-fire in 
Bosnia held and how the peace process progressed during 
that time. 


Helmut Schaefer, secretary of state at the Foreign Min- 
istry, also met Butrus-Ghali on behalf of Foreign Min- 
ister Klaus Kinkel, who ts ill. Schaefer sard he promised 
that Germany will provide 100 armored tanks for the 
UNPROFOR [UN Protection Force] troops in former 
Yugoslavia. According to Ruehe, the details of this aid 
are “not vet clear.” 


Butrus-Ghali spoke of “very constructive” talks with 
Ruehe. The discussion on the future approach to peace 
missions will be continued in the next few weeks. he said. 
Ruehe is to visit the United Nations in New York for 
talks at the beginning of March. It ts still unclear whether 
he will have another meeting with Butrus- Ghali on that 
occasion. According to Ruehe. Germany ts prepared to 
help train and set up peace troops from African countries 
if the Organization of African Unity wants to play a 
larger role in peace missions in Africa than it has done so 
far. 


Ruehe rejected suggestions that there had been disputes 
in the government over Bundeswehr participation in UN 
missions. He said there had been “no squabbling” 1 the 
cabinet. However, there had been discussions on the 
form of steps toward such missions. Ruche stressed again 
that decisions must be made “on a case-by-case basis.” 
For this to be successful. there must be a “clear basis” for 
future operations under UN auspices. he said. Ruehe did 
not discuss Chechnya with Butrus-Ghali 


The UN secretary general will continue his visit to 
Germany tomorrow. He 1s to meet Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl in the Chancellery at 1200, and SPD [Social 
Democratic Party] leader Rudolf Scharping at 1615 


Kohl, Butrus-Ghali Discuss Bundeswehr Role in 
UN 


LD1901121695 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1150 
GMT 19 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)}—UN Secre- 
tary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali and German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl met at the Chancellery in Bonn at 
noon today for an exchange of views. According to 
government sources the talks will focus on the role of the 
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L'nited Nations in resolving international crises as well 
as Bundeswehr involvement in UN peacekeeping mis- 
spons. 


Joffe Views Kohl, Clinton ‘Appeasement’ of Yeltsin 


1U/807160995 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 18 Jan 9S p 4 


{Commentary by Josef Joffe: “Unreal Real Politics” ] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Klaus Kinkel spoke of a “tight- 
rope walk” between moral politics and real politics when 
he discussed Germany's relationship toward Russia. 
Although we have placed ourselves “on Yeltsin's side” in 
the Chechen war, “a clear and sharp reprimand” has also 
been sent out, he said at a seminar marking the 125th 
anniversary of the Foreign Ministry. 


However. quite a different tune was to be heard from the 
chancellor's lips at the beginning of the week: “I will 
continue to do all I can to support Boris Yeltsin's efforts 
to turn Russia into a rule-of-law state with democracy 
and a free market.” And he underscored the interest of 
the West and Germany in Russia’s “adherence to its 
retorm path.” The conclusion ts that, despite all the 
disappointment, Russia must still be helped. 


This sounds quite plausible on the face of it, but on 
closer inspection there appears an abyss into which the 
tightrope walker is in danger of falling. Not always ts a 
moral impulse the greatest enemy of realism. Very often, 
bad moral politics 1s also bad real politics. 


Admittedly, until recently, Kohl and Kinkel were close 
together with their “Yeltsin-above-all” policy. The mad- 
vertent cynicism of Clinton security adviser Lake was 
unbeatable when he said that the unceasing Russian 
attacks on Groznyy involved “far more deaths than are 
really necessary.” How many deaths are permissible? 
How many flattened apartment blocks is Yeltsin worth? 
It is not just Bonn and Washington that are giving 
Yeltsin a free hand in the bloody suppression of Chech- 
nya, but all the Western capitals. The way of thinking has 
been this: Boris Yeltsin 1s our man, so we must keep up 
his good mood at (virtually) any price. Anything else, 
especially the “separation of individual territories,” 
would, in Chancellor Kohl's words, “cause a consolida- 
tion of ultra-reactionary forces in Russia.” 


This 1s the language of real politics that can certainly not 
be ignored in dealings with other countries. Law and 
morals do not have much in common in real politics. 
However. in the case of Groznyy. law and politics cannot 
be cast aside so easily. First. a large city 1s being 
destroyed in Chechnya. There has not been such a moral 
atrocity since World War IL. Second, the Russians are 
violating three treaties that form the backbone of the 
peaceful European order—the CSCE Act of 1975, which 
formally lays down “respect for human rights” and “the 
right of nations to self- determination”; the 1994 
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Budapest documents, which reaffirm the 1975 commit- 
ment, and the Conventional Forces in Europe treaty, 
which forbids the Russians to deploy additional troops 
in the Caucasus. 


In other words, we are concerned not just with morals, 
where we react strongly with our condemnation as in the 
case of the Israeli deportation of Hamas people or the 
Turkish elimination of Kurdish villages. Nor are we 
concerned with a simple reprimand that, by massacring 
the Chechens, Yeltsin 1s denying them the very same 
right of secession that he himself claimed when he took 
Russia out of the Soviet Union. We are concerned with 
something real, such as the future European order and 
Russia’s conduct today and tomorrow. 


Anyone who thinks Yeltsin guarantees a democratic 
Russia has failed to notice that Boris Yeitsin no longer 
exists in such a form. If the new “democrats” behave just 
like the old autocrats did, what is the difference between 
Yeltsin and Zhirinovskiy? Zhirinovskiy says “If I were 
commander in chief, there would be a giant bomb crater 
where Groznyy now stands.” Yeltsin has been per- 
forming the same business as the Zhirinovskiys of this 
world for a long time now. Parliament has nothing more 
to say and nor has public opinion. Anyoue who wants to 
help the democrats in Russia must ally himself with 
human rights people like Sergey Kovalev. Anyone who 
wants to see Russia develop into a responsible great 
power must recognize the correctness of people like 
General Lebed, who condemn the “senseless bloodshed” 
and warn of a “war with the Muslim world.” 


The conclusion is that sometimes, more often than one 
would like, bad moral politics 1s also bad real politics. 
Appeasement is also not the best form of diplomatic 
wisdom. Signals like this, which both Kohl and Clinton 
have been sending out for far too long. merely encourage 
reactionaries and discourage democrats like Kovalev 
and realists like Lebed, who need both the West and 
Russia. Appeasement always strengthens the wrong side. 


One should realize that a mere careful change in the West's 
style of language has softened the Kremlin. When US. 
Secretary of State Christopher described Russia's strategy 
as “very destructive” and hinted that «t could jeopardize 
economic aid, the very next day Prime Minister Cherno- 
myrdin offered the Chechens the very talks that Yeltsin 
had brutally denied them. Anyone who performs a tight- 
rope walk must have both feet on the rope, or else he will 
fall into the abyss of inconsequentiality. 


Daily: U.S. ‘Taken by Surprise’ Over Chechnya 
AU 1801133295 Berlin DIE WELT in German 18 Jan 95 
po 


{Commentary by Jochen Thies: “Last Attempt™’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The meeting in Geneva between 
the foreign ministers of the United States and Russia, 
Christopher and Kozyrev, has suddenly turned into an 
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urgent matter for both states. On behalf of the entire 
West, Christopher will tell his counterpart how much the 
world disapproves of the duration and military intensity 
of Moscow’s intervention in Chechnya. Kozyrev will 
take the opportunity to prove his government's ability to 
have political and diplomatic contacts with the West. 
Characteristically enough, there were statements even 
before the meeting that Russian-U.S. relations are more 
important than the war in Chechnya. 


Kozyrev will try to repair Boris Yeltsin's badly damaged 
image. As expected, at the beginning of the talks the U.S. 
side refused to accept the invitation to President Bill 
Clinton to have a summit with Yeltsin in Moscow in 
May at such an early stage. Like other Western govern- 
ments, the Americans have been taken by surprise by the 
events in Caucasia. Hoping that the weapons will be laid 


FBIS-WEl -95-012 
19 January 1995 


down in Groznyy before long, no government has yet 
gotten itself to examine its Russia policy. The thought 
that one would be able to continue muddling through, 
together with Yeltsin, has been all too comfortable. 


Geneva is, therefore, also something like the West's last 
attempt to find out whether one can rely on Yeltsin in 
the short term, or whether the relations with the former 
superpower require a fundamental change. The US. 
position will undoubtedly have an influence on Ger- 
many’s Russia policy, which so far has been more or less 
in line with Washington's. If the Americans apply 
tougher standards, such as demanding that Moscow 
observe the CSCE agreements, things will get difficult for 
Bunn. Comparing the events in Bosnia with Chechnya ts 
not far-fetched either. Is Yeltsin really “better” than 
Milosevic? 
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Baliadur Announces Presidential Candidacy 


LD1801152795 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1200 GMT 18 Jan 95 


[Address to the nation by French Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur,. from the Matignon in Paris on 18 
tanuary—live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In March 1993 the French people 
entrusted power to a new majority. | was appointed prime 
minister. | accepted it. Why? Because our country was in a 
very difficult situation. I didn’t want 1993-1995 to be two 
wasted vears. | was convinced that we had to embark 
Straight away on our action program for recovery and 
change. that this was a duty that having been called to. I did 
not have the night to refuse. 


The government as a whole, helped by the French 
people. embarked courageously on this action. and has 
carried it out successfully in numerous areas. The effort 
for reform is one of the greatest ever carried out in such 
a short period and in such difficult conditions. 


We have all done a lot of work in the service of all the 
French people and especially those for whom life 1s 
difficult. 


Today the first results are tere to be seen. Our country 
iS Starting to recover. It 1s once again starting on its 
forward march. On these bases we must now proceed 
further to be better prepared for the future opening up in 
front of us. 


I said, on taking up my post as prime minister, that I 
wanted to devote myself fully to the recovery of the 
country. and to keep silent on everything else until the 
start of 1995. I have kept to my word. 


Today the men and women of France have the nght to 
know the choice that they have to make. It is to them that 
| must announce my intentions. 


I have decided to run as a candidate for the presidency of 
the Republic. It 1s the difficulty of the task we have 
undertaken and the size of the task left to fulfill, it 1s the 
confidence of our fellow citizens. which we have kept for 
20 months, and the need to rally the greatest possible 
number of French citizens that has determined me to ask 
for the votes. 


At this very moment, I am full of emotion in taking this 
serious decision. | am a candidate because | want to 
prepare France to the next century so that it enters it 
with all its energies: prosperous, just, influential. in order 
to revive hope. 


It is possible if this what we want. What I propose to the 
French people 1s that if 1 am honored to seek their votes. 
that 1s what we al! want. 


The election campaign will open. It should—in order to 
reflect the dignity of France—be positive. serene and 
optimistic. As far as 1 am concerned that 1s how it will be. 
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Positive. because we have to decide together the neces- 
sary reforms. Criticism of o:hers will have no place in my 
Statements. | will make sure to explain clearly what | 
propose. The French people have the mght to know. 
Serene, because the choice of the president of the 
republic is a serious matter which puts the future of the 
nation at stake and which does not have room for ‘useless 
polemics. Optimistic. because the French people and 
particularly the youths, should regain hope. 


France should not be afraid . afraid of the future, afraid 
of others, afraid of the world. It should believe in itself. 
France 1s a great country. It 1s present everywhere in the 
world thanks to the departments and overseas territones. 
The French are great people. capable of the best 1f they 
are given the means to do so 


We have to believe in France. li should, with all its 
energies and all its courage become an example for the 
world again as it was in the time of General de Gaulle. 


It 1s clear what 1s at stake in the presidential election. It 
is about regaining unity in power, to put an end to an 
inevitable and politically delicate period. | made sure 
that this situation—:n respecting scrupulously the imnsti- 
tution—be as useful as possible for France. It 1s also 
about restoring civic morality. to fight against corrup- 
tion, to guarantee security, the respect of law, the mghts 
of citizens as guaranteed by the judges. in short to 
guarantee the republican state. 


It 1s about strengthening progress and justice to cut unem- 
ployment. giving the youths a school which prepares them 
for a better active life. developing our territory without 
damaging it. protecting the weakest, those who are suffering. 
those who need most national fraternity. the victims of all 
ills that are the result of modern society 


It 1s a matter of consolidating the position of France in 
Europe and in the world, of making France the driving force 
of European progress. European progress that 1s essential for 
our future. France must be the best servant of peace. 


All of this will be possible on one condition: reconciliation 
among the French people. We need to reform—but without 
breaking or splitting. by convincing people. encouraging 
them to jyorn in by holding dialogue with everyone. 


lam not the candidate of one party. What 1 want to do 
18 to unite the greatest possible number of French people 
in tolerance, openness and respect for others. What I 
want 1s to govern for all French people. without distinc- 
tion, without debarment 


If you give me your confidence. I shall carry out my task 
in the service of the nation as a whole. Reconcihation 
among the French people. optimism. self-confidence, 
pride in being French: that 1s what 1s at stake. All French 
people love our country. They all know that they must be 
linked tn solidarity. They all know the duties imposed on 
them by patriotism and justice for the weakest. 
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It 1s to you that | am addressing myself directly. It will be 
for you to judge. for you to decide what future you want 
for France. 


Balladur Interviewed 


LD1901125195 Paris Europe No. 1 Radio in French 
0640 GMT 19 Jan 9S 


[Interview with Edouard Bailadur by correspondents 
Aiaiz Duhamel. Stephane Denis. Catherine Ney, and 
Franz-Olivier Giesbert, place not given—tive] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Duhamel] We are with Mr. 
Balladur gain for this program, which is the first in a series 
which Ew ope No. | will organize every fortnight, and which 
will enable us to get to know the main French personalities. 


{Passage omitted] 


[Denis] Isn't there a contradiction between being the head of 
the government and being a candidate? In daily conduct? 


{Balladur] In daily conduct” You know, you have to try to 
marry the two things. [passage omitted] To reply clearly to 
your question, | intend to govern mght to the end. and to 
give priority to my task as head of government. France ts not 
going to stop for four months because a presidential election 
campaign has goi under way. France has needs, ambitions. 
and problems which must be solved when one has the honor 
of heading the government. That will be my priority. 


[Ney] Your opponents are going to say that (7it ts not 
fair) that a prime minister should be a candidate, 
because you will use the facilities of the prime minister's 
office to carry out your campaign. How will you keep 
these two operations apart” 


{Balladur] That 1s an excellent question. It is a matter of 
personal morality. [passage omitted: reminder of cuts he 
has made in public expenditure for politicians] I will not 
confuse the two, and will ensure that the two things are 
kept well apart, as | give prioritv—as | said before—to 
my main task, which 1s to govern our country. 


Let me give you an example: Yesterday | asked Mr. Mitter- 
rand, who agreed. to relieve Mr. Sarkozy of his job as 
government spokesman, since he will be my spokesman as 
candidate. Of course there won't be any ambiguity. [passage 
omitted: independent campaign hq has been rented: discus- 
sion of others who have held office and campaigned simul- 
taneously. vagueness about supporters] 


The director of the campaign will be Nicolas Bazire. who ts 
currently the head of my office. and who wil! be relieved of 
this post. [passage omitted: question about Bazire’s replace- 
meni—no answer. vague answer about modest nature of 
campaign] 


[Balladur] | have lowered the cesling of electoral spending by 
0 pe cent. and | will launch a subscription campaign in 
order to support my campaign and to bring in the money it 
needs, along with what the state provides, too. 
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[Denis] The election majority in 1993 was huge. | would 
like to know whether that majorsty will survive the 
presidential campaign. | am thinking in particular of 
your clash with Jacques Chirac. Was it inevitable? Is 1 
irreversible. and will there be sernous consequences after 
the election of one or the other of vou” 


{| Balladur] The majority was very large in 1993 and ut still 
1s. It has always supported my government with tts votes, 
and I am grateful 


I have no intention. if | am elected. of dissolving the 
National Assembly. No intention. I see no need for that, 
and no obligation, and no justification 


[Denis] Even supposing things go badly with some of 
your current partners in the majority” 


[Baliadur] But 1 am convinced that they won't go badly. that 
they will go well. In any case | will do everything possible to 
see that they do gn well. as far as I am concerned. | said 
yesterday that. as far as 1 am concerned. I won't launch into 
any useless polemics—I am not convinced that there are 
(any useful polemics)}—and that rs what | shall do. If 
everyone does the same. it won't be difficult for the majority 
to get back together after going through a testing time 
[passage omitted] 


[Giesbert] Who are you going to rely on after the 
presidential election” 


{Balladur] During the presidential campaign | will rely, 
first and foremost, on all those who wish to s ipport me. 
However, | consider that | am free with regard to parties. 
[passage omitted] 


[Ney] What will the slogan of your campaign be” 


{Balladur] | think I said it vesterday: Believe in France. We 
have to be more optimistic than we are at present. France 
can do better, the French can do better. We have to call 
upon them to do this and give them the means to do 1 


[Ney] Have you got a public relations adviser” 


[Balladur] | have not had one for two vears, but I have 
been persuaded that I need one now 


[Duhamel] Who is it? 
[Balladur] You will know in a few days’ time. 


[Denis] [passage omitted] Do you know the French 
people well? Your opponents say that you are the cand)- 
date of the well-heeled” 


[Balladur] Yes, yes, | know. [passage omitted] Yes, | 
think | know the people well, | am even sure that | do. 
Let no one worry about that 


[Giesbert] Some candidates. and they are not all left- 
wing ones, sometimes they are on the nmehi—!l am 
thinking of Jacques Chirac—say that France is on the 
edge of social collapse. Do you agree” 
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[Balladur] France has been going through a period of crisis 
for 20 years. This crisis has given rise to all the evils you 
have seen: unemployment. insecurity, poorly controided 
immigration, youth discontent, lots of things. We have to 
get out of this through hope and courage. If we recover 
growth, which ts happening. if unemployment starts to fall, 
if the reform of education which we have made is imple- 
mented. then I am sure that a number of the problems we 
are facing today can be settled. France is in a difficult 
situation: it 1s far from being a situation with no way out. 
There are solutions, and we have started to apply therm. We 
have to step them up and we have to continue. 


Chirac Reacts 
LD1801212595 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1900 GMT 18 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] We have been endeavoring all 
day to elicit a reaction from Jacques Chirac. He is on a 
visit to Lorraine, accompanied by Philippe Seguin. Vero- 
nique Saint-Olive and Jean Cornu caught up with them: 


{Saint-Olive] On arrival in Lorraine Jacques Chirac said 
he had not watched the Balladur candidacy declaration 
live because at the time he was having lunch with Union 
for French Democracy members of parliament. Against 
winds and tides. despite the opinion polls and the 
massive railying of ministers and members of parhament 
around the prime minister, Jacques Chirac continues his 
campaign. In Nancy today he had a lengthy meeting with 
enirepreneurs. For him this ts the reality that matters: to 
offer his solutions to the problems of the French. 


In this frame of mind, as far as Chirac is concerned 
Edouard Balladur is just another candidate and he must 
explain in what way his project differs from Chirac’s. 


[Begin Chirac recording] Things have not turned out 
exactly as Edouard Balladur and I imagined two years 
ago when I led the campaign for the legislative elections. 
And yet today’s candidacy declaration by Edouard Bal- 
ladur has surprised no one. It was expected. Things 
evolve. people change. [end recording] 


[Saint-Ohive] Now that Edouard Balladur has come 
forward as a candidate, Jacques Chirac demands a true 
face-to-face debate between the two, before the French 
nation. Jacques Chirac wants to prove that it 1s not just 
a question of choosing between two men or two styles. 
but rather between two different projects. 


Commentator Views U.S.'s ‘Russian Dilemma’ 
BRIS8O1135895 Paris LIBERATION in French 
17 Jan 9S p 7 


[Commentary by Pierre Briancon: “Russia in the Long 
Term” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The U.S. Administration will today 
be able to gain an initial impression of how to resolve its 
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great Russian dilemma: How to continue supporting Yeltsin 
while dissociating itself from his actions’? Today's meeting 
in Geneva between Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
and Russian Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev could pro- 
duce a possible date for a “summut™ between the two 
presidents. probably in Moscow in May. But it is doubtful 
that Clinton will have time to wait until then to decide what 
adjustments to make to his Russian policy undermined by 
the war in Chechnya. 


Indeed, this war calls into question the firmly pro- 
Yeltsin choice made by Clinton from the early days of 
his presidency, which has so far enabled him to avoid 
drawing up a policy toward Russia which 1s too closely 
linked with the fate of one man. For two years, the U.S. 
administration has rightly pointed out that it in fact had 
no choice. The support given to Russia's first elected 
president (even during the most sericus crisis, the 
shelling of the parliament) had hitherto been regarded as 
Clinton's only “success” in foreign policy. At all events. 
it 1s the only sphere in which thinking preceded action, in 
which U.S. interests had been clearly identified, and in 
which the implementation of the policy had not suffered 
any setback or produced any muddle. Circumstances 
have changed because Washington 1s being forced to 
envisage the unthinkable should the Chechen deadlock 
be confirmed: the “hardening” of the regime and of 
Yeltsin's policy, the replacement of the president by a 
veiled coup or a palace revolution, or simply his replace- 
ment by the voters in 1996—provided of course the 
Russian presidential election 1s held on that date. 


Whether Yeltsin changes or whether Russia changes its 
president, the problem is the same and the United States 
must take a longer term view. However. the Administration 
has not clearly answered the question of whether or not 
Russia should be distrusted. as we saw on the subject of 
NATO's expansion: In a few months. Washington has 
moved from a fairly accommodating attitude—with a 
“Partnership for Peace” primarily armed at taking account 
of Russian protests—to a suddenly more hasty policy in 
which the most urgent thing seems to be to open up NATO 
to Poland and Czechoslovakia at the risk of a fierce debate 
not only with Russia but with the European allies. 


The Administration is playing a particularly tricky game 
because the new Republican majority in Congress is adding 
to the problems of having to define a long-term strategy 
toward a major country, Russia, where instability will 
continue to prevail for many vears. The Republicans are 
making no secret of their intention to press for NATO's 
expansion with the clearly expressed aim of “containing” 
Russia, and of defending its neighboring countries against 
possible unpleasant surprises. They are doing so without 
seeing that the Chechen crisis may allay their fears once and 
for all, because. afier this disaster, can anybody seriously 
envisage Russia and its army engaged in other adventures 
on the same scale, especially against truly independent 
countnes? 
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Dini Does ‘Not Intend To Change’ Positions 
BR190/115495 Mvilan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 19 Jan 95 p 2 


{Report by Guido Credazzi on Italian Prime Minister 
Lamberto Dini 18 January news conference in Rome: 
“Dint: “1 Betrayed Nobody] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rome—Lamberio Dini, still 
stunned by the barrage that the Pole organized against 
his government, tried yesterday. at his first press confer- 
ence aS prime minister, to proffer an outstretched hand 
to his former allies. He told Berlusconi, who is 
demanding an election date, that he expects to fulfil the 
pledges that he made (“an emergency task that can no 
longer be eluded”) within “a few months.” after which 
he will resign, so that there can be “a government more 
representative of the people's sovereignty” “as soon as 
possible.” When it was pointed out to him that Ber- 
lusconi is demanding a specific date (11 Junc), he 
replied: “I know; we discussed it this morning. The date 
is very important for him, but I do not know of any 
constitutionally valid way of forming a fixed-term gov- 
ernment.” Even though the Pole says that it will not vote 
for him, Dini reaffirmed that he will seek support in 
Parliament from this aligment, which put him forward. 
What if he were to receive the support of the former 
opposition forces, that is, if a “reversal” really were to 
take place? “I want to see what happens first. then | will 
think about it.” Dini ts still hoping that the opposition 
will soften its stand: “! hope that the recent sharp 
polemics and understandable resentment will give way 
to a calmer and more constructive assessment.” How- 
ever, Dini responded resolutely to the charges of betrayal 
that rained on him from Forza Italia and above all the 
AN [National Alliance]: “Insinuatiors have been made 
about supposed interference by the chief of state. I have 
categorically denied that there were any. It was deter- 
mined in advance that | would have no formal consul- 
tations, and indeed I confined myself to contacts. I made 
personal telephone calls, sometimes I sought advice from 
outgoing ministers responsible for fields in which I am 
less expert. True. I did not agree to include certain 
ministers from the outgoing government. but it was 
because it would have conflicted with the agreement. 
There was no betrayal.” Does he feel betrayed? “I do not 
feel betrayed. But my positions are clear and honest, and 
I do not intend to change them. It seems to me that | 
behaved properly toward everyone.” 


Entering in io the details of his program, based on the 
four points already known (economic reform, pensions 
legislation, regional electoral reform, and equal access to 
the media.) Dini said that by the end of March he expects 
to be able to introduce a corrective economic package, 
which should be confined to no more than 15 trillion lire, 
because the situation 1s improving, and the moratorium 
is yielding more than expected. “If the government is 
able to create confidence.” he added, “interest and 
exchange rates could improve. This was already huppen- 
ing.” he added, somewhat pointedly: “You know why 
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things changed.” He reaffirmed that this government 
“attaches the same priority and importance to privatiza- 
tion as the previous government did.” Next he said that 
the government will make extensive use of decree-laws, 
in connection with the issue of equal access too: “Pub- 
lishing watchdog Sentinel.” he explained, “has already 
drafted a document that will form the basis from which 
we will proceed.” Parliament has already started work on 
the regional electoral law too, he explained: It 1s merely 
a matter of completing the task. 


Another very delicate problem that needs to be resolvec 
concerns the under secretaries. Three were appointed 
yesterday: Guglielmo Negri and Lamberto Cardia to the 
Prime Minister's Office and Piero Giarda to the Trea- 
sury. Dini said that he is still “pondering” the rest. He 
pointed out that the agreement says that they too could 
be experts. “But I have not yet reached a decision. I wall 
do so soon, and certainly before the government is 
presented to the lower house™ (the confidence vote is 
expected to take place Tuesday [24 January] at the latest, 
partly because that is when the AN Congress starts.) 
Meanwhile, as Health Minister Elio Guzzanti said, “he ts 
contacting the political forces in order to propose the 
reappointment of the outgoing under secretaries.” But 
will the Pole, which had the ministers of its area with- 
drawn, agree to the under secretaries? Naturally, 1 all 
depends on a thaw between Dini and Berlusconi. The 
PDS {Democratic Party of the Left] and the League have 
very clear ideas, however: The Progressive forces’ Salvi 
said: “There ts only one solution: Specialist ministers 
must be backed by specialist under secretaries.” And 
Bossi 1s in favor of appointing the ministries’ director 
generals to those posts. 


Dini: ‘No Such Thing’ as ‘Fixed-Term Government’ 
BR1901142095 Rome L’UNITA in Italian 19 Jan 95 p 3 


[Interview with Italian Prime Minister Lamberto Dini 
by Fabrizio Rondolino in Rome on 18 January: “1 Will 
Stay for as Many Months as the Program Takes] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] [Ron- 
dolino] Do you think that we will be able to go to the 
polls in June? 


[Dini] It 1s not up to the government to make that 
decision. There is no such thing as a fixed-term govern- 
ment. It is a decision for parliament and the president of 
the republic to make. As far as | am concerned, | will do 
my best to ensure that the government carrics out the 
undertakings that it has given within a few months. 


[Rondolino] Has the government already come to a decision 
regarding appointments at under-secretary level? 


[Dini] I still have some thinking to do, and the outcome 
will also depend on the various stances that are gradually 
emerging. not only as to the names but as to the criteria 
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for the choice as well. The agreement struck with [Pres- 
ident] Scalfaro and the outgoing majority referred to the 
possibility of the under secretaries being technocrats as 
well. But I have not yet come to a decision. 


{[Rondolino] What will you do if you have not succeeded 
in completing the program by June? 


[Dini] I'll cross that bridge when I'll get there [sentence 
in English]. We shall see... 


{[Rondolino] If you obtain a vote of confidence without 
the [Freedom] Pole’s vote. will you resign? 


[Dini] We shall see... | want to see the result first, then I 
will consider the position. 


[Rondoliao] [Forza Italia leader] Berlusconi: just said 
that he asked vou for a precise undertaking regarding the 
duration of the government and that he asked Scalfaro 
for a similar undertaking. Berlusconi maintains that you 
gave your agreement... 


[Dini] Berlusconi stressed the importance of setting the 
election date. Sc he did not ask me for anything: He 
expressed an opinion. I know of no constitutionally valid 
means of imposing a fixed term on a government. If 
anyone does know of one. I will be happy to consider it. 
As far as I know, the date for the elections was discussed 
by the [former] prime minister (Berlusconi—L’UNITA 
editor's note) and the president of the republic. | did not 
discuss it in deta:! with the head of state. 


{Rondolino] [Forza Italia Coordinator] Previti accuses 
you of betraying the Pole’s mandate. 


[Dini] The mandate I was given was illustrated in deta! 
in the statement | issued on 13 January when | provi- 
sionally accepted the task of forming a government. | 
recall that, following that statement, news conferences in 
full agreement with what I said were held. In this very 
room even (by Berlusconi—L’U NITA editor's note). So 
I fan to see why objections have to be raised at this stage. 


{[Rondolino] Do you feel betrayed by Berlusconi? 


[Dini] I do not feel betrayed by anyone, but my views are 
quite clear. I believe that they are honest, and I do not 
intend to change them. My conduct toward all sides has 
been correct. 


Berlusconi Determined To Rid Italy of ‘Vermin’ 
BR1I801125495 Turin LA STAMPA in Italian 18 Jan 95 
ps 


[Interview with Forza Italia leader Silvio Berlusconi by 
Guido Tiberga on 17 January; place not given: “The Big 
Loser: ‘Et Tu. Lamberto”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] “Lamberto Dini’s choices show 
that he has followed Bossi’s example. I asked very little 
of the new prime minister: three ministers out of 21 so 
that people would understand that the 27 March poll was 
no joke. He refused. I asked for guarantees as to the 
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election date. He and Scalfaro gave me them, then 
carried on regardless.” li was the day of wrath for S::vi0 
Berlusconi, former tenant of the Palazzo Chigi. “1 asked 
my successor to turn the appointment down aga:n yes- 
terday morning,” he continued, “because all the agree- 
ments had been broken. He replied. "No matter, | am 
going ahead regardless.” 


[Tiberga] Deputy Berlusconi. it has been a bitter day for 
you... 


[Berlusconi] No. I am very determined. I see that we 
have a long way to go before the vermin infest:ng this 
country can be gotten rd of. 


[ Tibergal This country has a prime minister chosen by 
your party who runs the risk of being sent packing 
because your party has now decided not to vote for him... 


[Berlusconi] We are only too willing to vote for this 
government provided it tells us that the election ts 
scheduled for 11 June. The truth of the matter 1s that the 
Pole now disowns this prime minister: He has failed to 
keep the promises on which our choice was based. I have 
beliaved very well; I have stepped aside so as not to 
encourage social conflict. but I asked for guaranices. 
which have not been honored. 


[Tiberga] What guarantees” 


[Berlusconi] Guarantees of a definite election date. 
Guarantees that we would have a government of techno- 
crats, which was fine by me, but a government that 
would at the same time be in line with the 27 March poll, 
made up of professors reflecting the components of the 
Pole as well. We now find ourselves presented with a list 
that not only fails to include our p ple but features 
members of decidedly different political forces. 


[Tiberga] Are you saying that your party wanted to 
impose names on Dini and that he turned you down flat? 


{Berlusconi} What I am saying is that we wanted a slight 
coloring that would make rt difficult for the communists 
to vote in favor of the new government, and we have 
been denied this. 


[Tiberga] But did you name names or not” 


[Berlusconi] Look, all we asked for was continuity in 
foreign policy... 


[Tiberga] Do you think that Susanna Agnelli will turn 
[outgoing Foreign Minister] Martino’s policies upside 
down”? 


[Berlusconi] Ms. Agnelli 1s excellent, but, to be frank, it 
1s absurd to put her there for three months. to meet 
people with whom Minister Martino has cstablished 
relations of triendship and cooperation: This disconti- 
nuity reflects negatively on the country. We also said. let 
us take a relatively un:mportant—so to speak—ministry, 
and let us leave joutgoing Cultural Heritage Minister] 
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Fisichella in charge of the country’s cultural heritage. 
Then there was D'Onofrio ... 


[Tiberga] There you are: You can hardly call D'Onofrio 
a technocrat, can you? 


[Berlusconi] Educational reform is half under way. 
D’Onofrio would have been able to carry it through. 
What is more, this way the three components of the 
Freedom Pole would have been represented, and we 
would have made it clear what sort of government it was. 
A government unlikely to obtain the votes of the com- 
munuists. 


[Tiberga] And what about Letta [outgoing under secre- 
tary to the Prime Minister's Office]? Is it true that your 
party argued at length in favor of keeping him in the 
government? 


[Berlusconi] We talked about it because Lamberto Dini 
gave a specific undertaking: To give government policy 
continuity by virtue of the presence in the Palazzo Chigi 
of the man who has been the great coordinator of that 
policy. 


[Tiberga] Deputy Berlusconi, your opponents say that 
you wanted a puppet government... 


[Berlusconi] Do you think that three members out of 21 
would make for a puppet government? Come along 
now... 


{ Tiberga] Well, you wanted to impose your under secre- 
tary to the premier’s office on Dini... 


[Berlusconi] An under secretary 1s one under secretary 
among 40 other under secretaries. Enough of this non- 
sense, or else let us talk complete nonsense: Berlusconi 
does not merely want a puppet government, he wants a 
lunar government... 


[Tiberga] When was it that vou realized Dini had 
“betrayed” you? 


[Berlusconi] When it became clear that he would not 
ensure continuity for my government's policies, we 
asked him to decline the mandate we caused to be given 
to him, and he said no. We know that he tried to 
persuade the ministers that his government will last a 
long time, and not the few months that we are talking 
about. And so we refuse to be made fools of any longer. 
If this is a democracy, we must go to the polls. 


[Tiberga] Dini denies that pressure was brought to bear 
on him by the Quirinale... 


[Berlusconi] You just have to read the names on his list 
to realize that that was an unsought excuse [excusatio 
non petita]. He denied it verbally, but he has admitted it 
in actual practice. 


[ Tiberga] Dint’s people report that the new prime min- 
ister said: “Who, in my shoes, would have dared to send 
someone like [Fininvest adviser] Gambino to the Post 
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and Telecommunications Ministry? One of the three 
sages whom Berlusconi himself appointed to draw up the 
antitrust regulations...” 


[Berlusconi] Look, I did not want Gambino. | knew I 
would be held responsible for his appointment. Dini 
himself told me: “No, Gambino has all the right cards; 
he is a great professional...” 


[Tiberga] Dini also told his aides: “After all, this ts a 
government with a bias toward the Popular Party and 
the Pact, just like Berlusconi wanted...” 


[Berlusconi] This is a government biased toward the 
communists. It is quite clear to me: We asked for very 
little, and we were turned down. 


[Tiberga] Supposing the new government obtains a 
majority in parliament, what will your party do? 


[Berlusconi] That cannot happen, otherwise the kid- 
gloved reversal will have been accomplished, and it 
would be a situation that has nothing in common with 
democracy. 


[Tiberga] But what if it did happen? 


[Berlusconi] Then we would explain the paradox of the 
situation to the people, and we would demand an clec- 
tion as forcibly as possible. 


| Tiberga] Deputy Berlusconi, are you aware that this 1s 
an unprecedented institutional clash? 


[Berlusconi] Do you think I need you to tell me that? I 
am the victim: I won the election, and they have sent me 
into Opposition. 


[Tiberga] The markets reacted positively. How do you 
explain that? 


[Berlusconi] Look, it is the press that creates the psycho- 
logical effect that sends the markets soaring. The specu- 
lators, who can pull the lira up or send it plummeting 
down with a few moves, do the rest. Let us leave these 
stories out of it. Dini was the one who made my 
government's economic policy. The fact that he is now in 
Palazzo Chigi should not change anything at all... 


[Tiberga] Deputy Berlusconi, when you put forward 
Dini's name, did you expect things to end like this? 


[Berlusconi] | expected anything but this. 


Berlusconi, Fini Investigated Over Remarks 


BR1901122195 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 19 Jan 95 p 3 


{Report by Flavio Haver: “Offenses Against Presidency: 
Pole Leaders Under Investigation] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The repeated broadsides against 
the head of state could cost the Freedom Pole dearly. The 
names of Silvio Berlusconi, Gianfranco Fini, Cesare 
Previti, Giuliano Ferrara, and Pietro Di Muccio, as well 
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as that of Marco Pannella, figure on the list of persons 
under investigation by the Rome Public Prosecutor's 
Office. The file against them has been opened under the 
accusation of “offending the honor and prestige of the 
president of the republic.” and in the next few days 
Public Prosecutor Michele Coiro will have to apply to 
the Ministry of Justice for authorization to proceed 
against the politicians. 


Forza italia MP Di Muccio ts officially under investiga- 
tion for the statements released to a press agency. The 
opening of proceedings involving Berlusconi, Fini, Pre- 
viti, and Ferrara has on the other hand been provoked by 
a legal petition forwarded from Florence on 7 January by 
Democratic Left Senator Stefano Passigli. “It will cer- 
tainly not have escaped your notice,” the member of 
parliament wrote to Coiro, “that for the last few days 
authoritative members of the government and of the 
majority, even the [former] Prime Minister himself, have 
voiced virulent criticisms against the president of the 
republic and the Constitutional Court in a series of 
attacks unprecedented tn our institutional system.” Pas- 
sigli emphasized that [President] Scalfaro has “been the 
subject of an full-fledged assault.” with respect to whose 
legality “‘a rapid judgment is required from those who 
have the power and duty to give it.” 


In his accusation Passigli highlights the “incriminating” 
phrases: “The president has been accused of not being 
above party interests (according to former minister Pre- 
viti); his search for a new government has been called an 
‘infamy’ (again by Previti), a ‘mess and a muddle,’ (by 
former Prime Minister Berlusconi), ‘unconstitutional’ 
behavior (Fini), an ‘unacceptable overpowering of adver- 
saries’ (again Berlusconi), and even a ‘coup’ (Pannella 
and others). The Progressive politician added: “I am 
convinced that our institutional system cannot tolerate 
the president of the republic being the subject of what 
appears not to be legitimate criticism but genuine intim- 
idation aimed at preventing him from freely exercising 
his prerogatives.” 


Passigli asked the magistrates to examine the “legality” 
of the statements made by the persons he has accused 
and to check the applicability of the article in the penal 
code punishing all attacks “against constitutional bodies 
and regional assemblies” with a prison sentence of no 
less than 10 years. “I refuse to believe it possible that 
public opinion should be the disconcerted witness of a 
rising tide of accusations against the president of the 
republic, culminating in the accusation of fomenting a 
‘coup d'etat’, without this leading to a formal indictment 
for assault on the Constitution, thus activating the pro- 
cedure of accusation before parliament. 


“Similar considerations,” Passigli added in his accusa- 
tion, “could apply to the pressures which the Constitu- 
tional Court is currently being subjected to.” But Coiro 
expressed a totally different opinion on the legal config- 
uration of the fact, entering the dossier under the 
heading of insult, less serious from the point of view of 
the sentence involved (up to five years’ imprisonment). 
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Discussing the opening of investigations, Passigli 
announced that he was “glad, on the one hand, that the 
magistracy was examining the question of the scope and 
applicability of Article 289 of the penal code. On the 
other hand, I regret that this became public knowledge 
only the day after the fall of the Berlusconi government” 
and not when “a swift rebuke could have had the effect 
of moderating the attack on the president of the repub- 
lic.” 


Pannella: Dini To Mend Ties With Berlusconi 


BR1901103395 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 19 Jan 95 p 7 


[Report on Italian Reformer leader Marco Pannella news 
conference in Rome on 18 January, by Goffredo Buccini: 
“Pannella: ‘We Will Vote Like Forza Italia” 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Rome—lIn the end he said it, 
he will not turn his back on the Knight [Berlusconi's 
nickname]... “I believe that gratitude is a reflection both 
of generosity and of intelligence,” Marco Pannella 
smiled, lost in a blue cloud of smoke from his nonfilter 
Gauloise. [passage omitted] 


What will the Reformers do in parliament? “We will 
continue with determination to seek a solution right up 
to the last minute... my people’s method is to make their 
decisions calmly, but...” What does that mean? “Let me 
finish... As I was saying, but—and I add 10 “buts — 
unless something extraordinary and unimaginable hap- 
pens, and thus autonomously... To put it bluntly, I 
predict that we will be voting along with Forza Italia: my 
people are with Forza Italia in parliament.” So is the die 
cast? Yes, but keep an eye on the compass: “The Dini 
government can do what it has to do in eight days... Of 
course, it cannot say that it is heading for elections... But 
I believe that Dini wants to mend the relationship, I have 
met with Berlusconi... For example the idea of con- 
firming the outgoing under secretaries is a step toward 
dialogue. A signal must be given. And thanks to Silvio’s 
basic sensitivity, it is now tough shit for those who 
reckoned they had buried the Pole.” [passage omitted] 


New Defense Minister Corcione Profiled 


BR1801123395 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
18 Jan 95 p 8 


[Unattributed report: “The Contested General”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The appointment of Domenico 
Corcione—former chief of staff at the Defense Minis- 
try—to the post of defense minister has been contested. 
Corcione, who was at the head of the Armed Forces until 
31 December ‘993, is the first military man to hold this 
ministerial post. That is the reason 26 deputies (from the 
PPI [Italian People’s Party], Communist Renewal, PDS 
[Democratic Party of the Left], Rete, the Greens, and the 
CCD [Christian Democratic Center]) requested that the 
appointment not go ahead. Nevertheless. the general 
made it through. 
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After attending the Military Academy, Corcione—born in 
Turin on 20 April 1929—was appointed second lieutenant 
in the Corps of Engineers in 1952. He earned a degree in 
civil engineering after attending the School of Application 
and the School of War. From 1985 to 1987 he commanded 
the Northwest Military Region. From 1987 to 1989 he was 
president of the Center for Advanced Defense Studies. 
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Army chief of staff from 1989 to 1990, from 1990 to 1993 he 
was chief of staff at the Defense Ministry. and contributed— 
among other things—to the development of the project fora 
new defense model. According to Communist Renewal 
deputy Alfio Nicotra, Corcione called the reforms regarding 
conscientious objectors and military representation “crimi- 
nal laws.” 
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Aznar Views Government Stability, Economy 


‘Seek Solutions to Crisis’ 


BR1801145995 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1152 GMT 
18 Jan 95 


{Unattributed report: “Aznar Announces That He Will 
Never Grant Pardon in Order To Shelter Anybody™] 


{FBIS Translated Text] Madrid. 18 Jan (EFE)}—People’s 
Party Chairman Jose Maria Aznar stated today that he 
“will never grant a pardon in order to shelter anybody,” 
and denied that he is prepared to reach “a pact of 
silence,” so that Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez would 
secure “an honorable way out” of the political crisis. 


In his monthly appearance on the “Protagonists” pro- 
gram on Onda Cero, the People’s Party chairman stated 
in connection with a censure motion that “right now, the 
important thing is to seek solutions to the crisis, not 
whether a censure motion would or would not succeed.” 


“A censure motion may or may not be submitted. We 
will decide in due course whether or not it 1s advisable; 
what must be realized is that right now it 1s no solution 
to the country’s crisis, and the country is in no mood for 
fooling around but rather for serious policies to extricate 
it from the crisis.” the People’s Party leader added. 


Aznar, who is in Barcelona, where he yesterday delivered 
an address to Catalan businessmen, said that, in general, 
he is “optimistic.” described some reports of that 
address as “distortions,” and said that most of the 
businessmen in that community are basically in agree- 
meni with the measures which he proposes for emerging 
from the crisis. 


He stated that he will explain to the other parliamentary 
groups through a letter the advisability of calling an 
election or their supporting a censure motion for that 


purpose. 


He criticized the Socialist leaders who join 1n tributes to 
former Prime Minister Adolfo Suarez when those leaders 
once called him, for instance, the “manager of a whiskey 
store” or a “Mississippi gambler.” and asked what a 
Socialist government's accusations against a center right 
government would be like. if the latter were under 
suspicion over an affair such as the “GAL [Anti- Ter- 
rorist Liberation Groups] affair.” 


After asserting that the People’s Party 1s the political 
party which embodies the ideology of a center party and 
claiming Suarez’ legacy. he said that the People’s Party 1s 
being more cautious in the “GAL affair” than some 
members of the government. 


In this program, the interviewee must answer questions 
from listeners, journalists. and politicians. Republican 
Left of Catalonia Deputy Pilar Rahola asked the People’s 
Party leader whether he would be prepared to reach a 
“pact of silence” to enable Gonzalez to “have an honor- 
able way out.” 
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“I am prepared for anything to enable Spain to emerge 
from the crisis, but not for a pact which would be 
dishonorable or useless from the viewpoint of political 
ethics or a pact outside the law,” the People’s Party 
leader explained. 


Aznar acknowledged that, although the economic situa- 
tion “has turned round,” Spain will emerge from the 
crisis In a worse situation than its direct clients and 
competitors, and on the statements by members of the 
government on the economic recovery, he said that 
“neither the markets nor people can be deceived.” 


Aznar did not hesitate to state that it is the “GAL affair” 
which 1s curbing emergence from the economic crisis, 
and said that “the government's staying on is a safe bet 
for instability.” 


He denied having discussed with Balearic Islands Pre- 
mier Gabriel Canellas the existence of a current account 
which the Treasury is investigating because of a sus- 
pected tax fraud and which Canellas attributed to the 
People’s Party. 


Aznar said that he has “‘no idea about the matter,” and 
stated that the Balearic Islands premier, ““a man whose 
word I trust’, will give the explanations which he deems 
opportune. 


‘Tough and Difficult’ Economic Policy 


BR1901090895 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 18 Jan 95 
pl4 


[Report by Juan G. Ibanez: “I Am a Non-Thatcherite 
Liberal”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid—Jose Maria Aznar put 
forward in Paris a new reason for bringing forward the 
election, enlarged on the Spanish economy's growth 
prospects, and found that he had to come out in defense 
of the value of the Spanish military contribution to the 
UN humanitarian missions in Bosnia. 


With the approval of the 70 people attending a dinner 
with a symposium Monday [16 January] evening. he also 
asserted the need to increase cooperation and security 
measures with North Africa. 


But he had to deal with questions which raised questions 
about how to reconcile the People’s Party's various 
proposals on economic policy. 


Before the 100 people assembled a little earlier at the 
French Institute of International Relations, including 
executives of multinational companies, the People’s 
Party chairman defined himself as “a non-Thatcherite 
liberal.” 


When asked whether he is afraid of a “social explosion” 
as a result of applying “greater flexibility to the labor 
market,” and of the liberalization and privatization 
measures which he announced, Aznar cited tn his 
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defense the high level at which he placed the degree of 
conflict between the government and the trade unions. 


“There have been three general strikes in the past few 
years. I do not believe that there will be more than that 
degree of conflict. In any event. I am not afraid of a 
social explosion occurring.” The People’s Party will 
propose social agreements in order to maintain the basic 
benefits. he said. 


Within that line of generalities, Aznar acknowledged 
that the economic policy which it would fall to him to 
implement if he won the next legislative elections would 
be “tough and difficult.” From this, according to him, 
there stems another reason for bringing forward the 
election to May. 


“If there is a political renewal, more energy will be left 
free to discharge well the presidency of the European 
Union and to make the efforts which Spain needs in 
connection with economic and monetary union.” This ts 
a union. he explained, which should not take place if 
only a minority of countries fulfill the Maastricht condi- 
tions. Aznar emphasized that European building should 
be guided in all respects by flexibility and gradualism. 


While the Socialists are regretting that judges and jour- 
nalists have taken control of politics, Aznar retorted in 
his own way that Spain does not resemble Italy at all: 
Here there ts no institutional crisis but a political crisis 
stemming from the prime minister's refusal to resign. 
Cautious about the Antiterrorist Liberation Groups, he 
confined himself to saying: “I do not know whether the 
government has any responsibility. | hope that there 1s 
none. 


Calling Elections Would Cause Instability 


BR1I801155298 Madrid EVE in Spanish 1113 GMT 
18 Jan 95 


[Unattributed report: “Solbes: Calling Election Would 
Cause More Instability on Markets”] 


[F BIS Translated Text] Madrid, 18 Jan (EFE)}—Minister 
of the Economy and Finance Pedro Solbes asserted 
today that calling a general election, as the People’s Party 
demands, would cause greater instability on the markets, 
and drew attention to the fact that “the People’s Party's 
economic prescriptions are always political.” 


From the time when a general election ts called to when 
it is held, arownd four or five months elapse during 
which the dangers of instability are considerable, the 
economy minister asserted in statements to National 
Radio. 
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After stating that the People’s Party's economic prescrip- 
tions are always political, he asserted that when that 
party demands that the election be brought forward. it 
starts from the premise that it will win the election and 
that it will govern with a program which will restore 
confidence to the markets. 


However, the minister explained, the People’s Party's 
victory is at least debatable, and, moreover. its program 
is unknown, since that party 1s not interested in telling 
citizens what it wall do if it comes to govern. That is why, 
he added, it 1s not submitting a censure motion. 


Pedro Solbes also referred to the reflection made ves- 
terday by his cabinet colleague, Javier Gomez-Navarro. 
responsible for trade and tourism, about the need to 
increase the standard rate of VAT [Value-Added Tax], 
and bring Spain closer to the situation in France. where 
that rate is 18 percent, 2 percent more than in Spain. 


Solbes said that this 1s Gomez-Navarro’s idea and that it 
is not in line with the Ministry of the Economy and 
Finance's plans, and showed himself opposed to 
increasing VAT again. 


He asserted that “it makes no sense” now to propose 
further increases in that tax, because it 1s necessary first 
to analyze the experience of 1994 (increasing all the VAT 
rates by | percent in return for lowering social welfare 
contributions) and draw the conclusions. 


Arzalluz: ‘Socialist Era Has Reached Its End’ 


BR1801152495 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1315 GMf1 
18 Jan 95 


[Unattributed report: “Arzalluz: Socialist Era Should 
End in a Constitutional Way™] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Victoria, 18 Jan (EFE)— 
Basque Nationalist Party [PNV] President Xabier Arza- 
lluz said today that he was convinced that “the Socialist 
era has reached its end,” but he stressed that “it must 
end in a constitutional way.” 


The nationalist leader said he favored that “the legisla- 
tive session ends; that it be the head of government 
himself who ends it,” or that “a censure motion be duly 
organized,” because everything else, he stressed, “is 
spitting at the sky.” 


In statements made to the SER network Arzalluz con- 
sidered that People’s Party Chairman Jose Maria A7nar 
could present a censure motion “to produce another row 
and thus weaken the government's image.” but he 
thought that the idea of making Jose Maria Aznar 
president of the government in order to call elections 
“would not render many happy.” [passage omitted] 
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Denmark 


Butrus-Ghali: UN Unable To Intervene in 
Chechnya 

AU1701180495 Paris AFP in English 1745 GMT 
17 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Copenhagen, Jan 17 (AFP)}— 
UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali expressed 
regret Tuesday [17 January] that the United Nations 
could not act to try to halt the bloodshed in Chechnya. 


“It 1s a tragic situation, but the UN can’t intervene in 
Chechnya. We can't intervene in internal affairs of a 
sovereign state unless Russia asks us to mediate,” 
Butrus-Ghali said of the breakaway republic where Rus- 
sian troops have been fighting separatists for the past 
five weeks. 


The UN chief, speaking at the end of a three-day visit to 
Denmark, rejected the idea of putting priority on some 
conflicts at the expense of others as a way to reduce the 
world body's current budget deficit estimated at $1.8 
billion. 


“If two or three member states ask us to intervene 
anywhere in world, we will do so.” he said. 


The UN chief's Danish visit, part of a tour of Nordic 
states, included preparations for a UN anti-poverty 
summit—the world summit on social development—to 
be held in the Danish capital March 6 to 12 and due to 
involve some 180 countries. 


Butrus-Ghali said 93 heads of state and government had 
already announced they would attend the summit. He 
added, “the global problems of poverty and unemploy- 
ment will not be solved at the Copenhagen meeting, but 
the most important ts to create awarness and mobilisa- 
tion of the international community on these issues.” 


Warning Against Western Sanctions Over 
Chechnya 

BR1i701151198 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT in 
Danish 14 Jan 95 p 16 


[Report on interview with Aleksandr Livshits, adviser to 
Russian President Yeltsin, by Per Dalgard in Moscow, 
no date given: “The West Should Arm Itself With 
Patience™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Moscow—*Yeltsin is full of 
vigor and has complete control of the situation and, no, 
the army has not seized power in Russia,” was the brisk 
message, delivered with a wry smile, from Aleksandr 
Livshits. 


He has clearly been inundated with questions from 
journai:sts about the state of the country and in the 
Kremlin after a month's bloody warfare in Chechnya. 
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Aleksandr Livshits is the president's right-hand man on 
economic matters and the leader of the group of experts 
at Yeltsin’s disposal in the Kremlin. 


When the high-ranking Yeltsin aide granted an interview 
to DET FRI AKTUELT he had just been briefing a 
group of journalists on the results of an hour-long 
meeting he had just had with the president. 


“The journalists were more interested in hearing about 
the president’s mental and physical state, coup rumors, 
and the bloodshed in Chechnya than about what | 
discussed with Yeltsin,’ Aleksandr Livshits sighed 
humbly, taking a clearly much-needed puff on a newly lit 
cigarette. 


The interview took place in the building of the presiden- 
tial administration, the former central committee 
building of the communist party on Staraya Ploshad, 
close to the Kremlin and Red Square. 


{[Dalgard] What did you talk to the president about” 


“We did of course talk about the effect on the economy 
of the Chechnya war. It goes without saying that the war 
is costing Russia dear. Our interim estimate is that the 
price has been around 4 to 5 quintillion rubles—which 
corresponds to around | percent of the overall state 
budget. This is a lot of money, but the worst costs are the 
human costs. Those are the costs which are worrying us 
and the president most.” 


Aleksandr Livshits thus rejected claims that the war will 
cost 3 to 5 percent of the Russian state budget and that 
in actual fact the Chechnya war is a total catastrophe for 
the already tottering Russian economy. 


Livshits described these claims—which are heard more 
and more often in the Russian press, and on the reliable 
NTV television station, for example—as the ideology of 
catastrophe which could end up as a self-fulfilling 
prophesy. 


“We do not expect any marked and catastrophic changes 
to the economic situation,” he said, making a clear. but 
not exactly convincing attempt to sound sure of himself. 


Aleksandr Livshits, who in civilian life is an economics 
professor, also said that Russia will not come to a 
standstill because of the crisis. He stressed that despite 
the crisis the Kremlin wants to inject some pace into the 
reform process again, and that at present detailed plans 
are being drafted for new reform measures for the expert 
group he heads. 


[Dalgard] What does Russia really want from Chechnya? 
Is it the Caucasian oil you are after? 


“No, it has nothing to do with oil or money. Chechnya is 
part of Russia where armed terrorists have seized power. 
The disarming of Dudayev's bandits will be carried out 
despite the major costs. No state, and this includes the 
Russian state, can allow this sort of thing. It is quite 
another matter that we might want a different and swift 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














3 NORDIC COUNTRIES 


and easy solution to the crisis. The quicker the crisis is 
overcome, the better for all the parties involved, and the 
better for the economy.” 


Western Wisdom 

Asked how he views Western reactions to the war in 
Chechnya Livshits said that the reactions have been 
what might have been expected. He also appealed to 


Western leaders to show “patience, wisdom, and under- 
standing.” as he put it, with a piercing look. 


“I fear Western sanctions a great deal. Not so much 
because they could damage our economy. even though 
this 1s of course an important consideration. But | am 
afraid of the reaction the sanctions would elicit among 
the Russian population. You have to understand that 
people out in the Russian provinces are extremely con- 
servative, and the reform of Russia has still not had any 
impact out in the provinces. 


“Many people out in the provinces have scarcely been 
told what glasnost and perestroyka and democracy are. 
But if they hear that the West is introducing sanctions 
against us, they will react with the traditional Russian 
anti-Western and anti-American attitude. You should 
see what kind of dirt they are already writing in local 
provincial papers. | greatly fear a reaction of nationalism 
and hate for the West. It could have unforeseeable 
consequences for developments in the country.” 


{[Dalgard] For example, that after the next election the 
president will not be called Yeltsin? 


“Yeltsin's popularity is not great at present. We know 
this very well. But things could change before the elec- 
tion. Both our reform measures and a swift solution to 
the Chechnya war are important here.” 


Aleksandr Livshits thought for a moment and said that 
Chechnya could even be exploited to increase the presi- 
dent’s popularity. 


“If the Kremlin began to exploit the war. play on 
nationalism, Greater Russia, point to scapegoats, the war 
in Chechnya could even cause Yeltsin's popularity to 
grow. But | am not sure that | would care about this 
cheap form of popularity.” 


Aleksandr Livshits said thank you and was escorted to 
his waiting limousine which was to take him the $00 
meters to the Kremlin. Before he left he said that the 
drive here took half an hour because of a traffic yam in 
the snowstorm. 


Finland 


Enestam Favors Crisis Troops Not Under UN 
Control 

LDI601133895 Helsinki Suomen Yletsradio Network in 
Finnish 1000 GMT 16 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Defense Minister Jan-Ernk 
Enestam wants to keep up the debate on the establish- 
ment of Finnish crisis management troops. Enestam 
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does not, however, favor troops which would be under 
direct UN control. Enestam thinks that the biggest 
problem with the decision, which will be left for the next 
government, is its financing. Sari Taussi reports: 


[Taussi}] UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali, 
who visited Finland last week, raised the issue of the 
establishment of the UN’s own standby troops in order 
to ease the world organization’s burgeoning peace- 
keeping task. The commander of the defense forces, 
Gustav Haegglund, proposed earlier in November that 
special Finnish crisis management troops should be set 
up. Defense Minister Jan- Erik Enestam, who spoke at 
the opening of the latest civil defense course. said that 
they were partly separate proposals. If the UN secretary 
general talks about troops under direct permanent UN 
control, then Finland is not prepared to supply them. 


[Begin Enestam recording] But if he talks about some 
countries having such a standby force in existence, then 
that, in my view, comes quite close to our idea. [end 
recording] 


[Taussi] In the view of the newly appointed defense 
minister, Finland could provide its special troops sepa- 
rately for each occasion, for instance for tasks by the UN 
or the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. According to him, the troops could not take part 
in so-called peace enforcement even in future. 


The idea of Finnish standby troops has already been 
reyected in public, however, by at least Premier Esko Aho 
and Foreign Minister Heikki Haavisto. 


[ Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] It looks 
at present as if there 1s no money, the legislation does not 
allow such troops, nor is there the political will. Is there 
any sense in this proposal at present? 


[Enestam] Well, first of all, it is not yet known whether 
there 1s any political will because it has not been tested. 
This government has decided that it will not submit a bill 
to this parliament on this matter any longer, but studies 
will be carried out. It will then be the task of the next 
government to consider whether it will submit such a bill 
and in what way. I have already received indications as 
to what legislative steps should be taken and it 1s not a 
very complicated matter. If this falls down on something, 
then it will be the financing. 


[Correspondent] Does Finland's EU membership imply 
the establishment of such standby troops? 

[Enestam] No, it doesn't. We decide ourselves whether 
we want to or not. [end recording] 


| Tauss:] According to the defense minister, the operation 
of a standby force the size of a battalhhon—1.c. 1.500 
men—in a crisis area would cost 500 million marks a 
year 


Foreign Minister, Party Leader on Chechnya 
YSP2I03904 Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 5 Jan 9S p 6 


{Article by Kari Huhta: “Even Finland Worred About 
Chechnya Situation” ] 
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[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The numerous human vic- Norway 


tims and suffering of the civilian population resulting 
from the Chechnya fighting ts raising concern, it was said 
in an official Finnish statement on Wednesday [4 Jan]. 


In a written statement issued by Foreign Minister Heikki 
Haavisto it was expressed that “the Chechnya question is 
naturally Russia’s internal problem,” but it went on to 
state that “the outside world cannot be indifferent 
regarding human distress and human rights.” 


Finland conveyed its concern over the Chechnya situa- 
tion a day later than Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 


In a manner similar to other EU countries and the U.S.., 
Finland, in its statement, avoided any specific expres- 
sion which could be interpreted as support for Chech- 
nya’s independence hopes. 


Finland proposes a solution “by which international 
cooperation could further increase humanitarian relief 
to victirns of the conflict.” 


As have many other countries, Finland states that the 
OSCE’s [Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe] possibilities for helping in Chechnya should be 
studied. [Passage omitted.] 


In the Foreign Ministry it was said that Finland’s EU 
membership influenced only the last sentence of the 
statement. It reads that “these questions have been 
before the EU and Russia.” 


In drafting its statement, Finland was aware how EU 
views had been aired in talks between German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel and Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev in talks last Thursday [30 Dec]. How- 
ever, this has not put any restrictions on Finland; instead 
any EU member has been able to consider drafting a 
separate statement from its own perspective, it was said 
from the Foreign Ministry. [Passage Omitted] 


The Greens’ Haavisto: Not Russia's Own Affair 


Chairman of the Green Party and Member of Parliament 
Pekka Haavisto demands that the Finnish Government 
take action in the Chechnya dispute. In his view, “Rus- 
sia’s attack on Chechnya’s capital and its bombing of the 
city’s civilian population cannot be considered an 
internal Russian affair.” 


Pekka Haavisto emphasized that Russia, as a member of 
the OSCE, has committed itself to the principle that 
human rights and the fate of its own citizens are not just 
a country’s internal affairs. 


“The Finnish Government should, in the manner of 
other Nordic countries, clearly condemn the human 
rights violations being committed in Chechnya, and 
demand a halt to bloodshed in the area,” Haavisto said. 


In his view, Finland could, along with the other Nordic 
countries, ask for an emergency meeting of the OSCE to 
consider the Chechnya situation. 


Harlem Brundtland on Nordic, EU, U.S. Ties 


BR180116S5095 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish 18 
Jan 95 p 13 


{Interview with Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland by Ib Faurby in Copenhagen; no date given: 
“Norway Will Focus on the Nordic Area™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Gro Harlem Brundtland does not 
look like a politician who less than two months ago 
suffered her biggest political defeat. She has not changed. 
Energetic, quick-witted, and charming. 


Of course she was deeply disappointed at her people's 
rejection of the EU [European Union]. But in Oslo people 
say that it only took 12 seconds from the point at which 
Norway's no became a fact to the point at which the prime 
minister had regained her composure and was ready to 
deal with che problems the referendum had created for 
Norway's international role. 


The fact that the Norwegians also took the view that this 
was a task for her was made clear by an opinion poll less 
than a month after the referendum. More than 70 percent 
of voters took the view that Gro Harlem Brundtland 
should continue as prime minister, while only 7 percent 
agreed with the “queen” of the no-campaign, the Center 
Party's Anne Enger Lahnstein, that Lahnstein should be 
Norway's prime minister. 


When Gro Harlem Brundtland was in Copenhagen 
recently for a meeting of SAMAK, the cooperation orga- 
nization of the Nordic social democratic parties and trade 
union movements, POLITIKEN asked her what the main 
issues in Norwegian politics are now. 


“Let me first give a short description of our situation. 
There is the EEA [European Economic Area] agreement 
(between the EU and EFTA [European Free Trade 
Association]—POLITIKEN editor's note) which 
Norway fought for before we ever sought membership of 
the EU. According to this agreement, Norway is part of 
the single internal market. In addition we are members 
of NATO and an associate member of the Western 
European Union (WEU). 


“This means that even if Norway is not a member of the 
EU, we will have close ties with the Nordic countries and 
the other EU countries. It is this which we are focusing 
on in the short term and on the possibilities this gives us 
for political participation and contacts with those coun- 
tries which are closest to us politically and economi- 
cally.” 


[Faurby] But the EEA countries have become a smaller 
group which will find it more difficult to have an impact 
on the EU. 


[Harlem Brundtland] Yes, that ts very true, and we 
stressed this in the Norwegian EU debate. But that is 
how things are. Now that so many countries have 
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decided to join the EU, the EFTA branch will be 
narrower. That was why I added Nordic cooperation. We 
had already started strengthening the content of Nordic 
cooperation three years ago. 


The whole of the Nordic area 1s inside EU/EEA cooper- 
ation. This means that the Nordic debate bears the 
stamp of the European agenda to an even greater extent 
than when only Denmark was in the EU. The EU 1s also 
part of the Nordic area’s day-to-day political life. 


Norway and Iceland are also NATO and WEU countries 
so it will probably be possible to maintain a close and 
natural dialogue. The EU's foreign and security policy 
cooperation would have been the right thing for Norway. 
But now that this has proved impossible, it is in NATO 
and the WEU that we will have to conduct this dialogue 
and in our consultations with the EU presidency. If they 
have to discuss questions of common interest, the EU's 
foreign ministers have the possibility of inviting others 
to take part. It has happened before. Practical forms 
have to be found here. 


[Faurby] Your husband has written that Norway must 
have all the cooperation with the EU that it is possible to 
achieve without being a member. 


[Harlem Brundtland] Yes, that is what we have said the 
whole time, ever since the referendum result became 
clear. 


[Faurby] How have the reactions to this been in the large 
EU countries, such as Germany and France? 


[Harlem Brundtland] We had many contacts in the first 
two weeks, and the meeting in Budapest (the CSCE 
summit in December 1994—POLITIKEN editor's note) 
gave many possibilities for such contacts. There was a 
positive attitude on the part of everybody we talked to. 
About both formal and informal cooperation. Formal 
cooperation is the foundation contained in the agree- 
ment which the EU countries have ratified. We have to 
make as much use of this as we can. 


Then there is informal cooperation. Here the EU coun- 
tries Own interest in involving Norway will be decisive. 
In this context I believe that the Nordic area will be 
important. I believe that the Nordic area is stronger with 
Norway than without Norway. Now that 80 percent of 
the Nordic area’s population are members of the EU we 
will be drawn in in a very natural way. 


Norway and the EU countries will also have a common 
interest in being involved in advance consultations 
where these are natural. After all the EU's directives 
have the aim of regulating the whole of the EEA area and 
not only the EU. 


[Faurby] You have said that it is important for Norway 
to get as close as possible to the EU's economic and 
monetary cooperation. 


[Harlem Brundtland] Yes, but I have said that for a 
slightly different reason. On the basis of our own interest 
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in having a secure and stable economy. we have been 
working ever since my goveinment took over in 1986 
toward the sort of stability that the Maastricht criteria 
provide. 


So that is why I can say with a great degree of certainty: 
We will follow the Maastricht criteria because they were 
Norwegian policy long before they were laid down in 
Maastricht. And they are something we want to continue 
with. In this way we will be part of the single internal 
market—also in the field of the main thrust of economic 
policy. For we are striving toward the same goals. 


{[Faurby] Defense Minister Jorgen Kosmo recently 
stressed Norway's bilateral relations with the United 
States. Have these become more important since the 
referendum? 


{Harlem Brundtland] They have always been important. 
We attach just as much importance to bilateral relations 
with the United States as before. and perhaps they have 
become even more important to us. 


His point is that because Norway is not fully part of the 
European pillar, the United States must pay attention to 
its bilateral relations with Norway. We have a large 
surface area and a strateg*< position bordering on Russia 
and the Kola Peninsula, so it 1s in the nature of things 
that special attention must be paid to the bilateral 
relations between Norway and the United States. It is 
also important that we are involved as far as possible in 
the European pillar of NATO. 


[Faurby] Is that what the defense minister is thinking of 
when he says that maximum use must be made of 
Norway's associate membership of the WEU? 


{Harlem Brundtland] It means that the WEU will be the 
forum where joint analyses and discussions will take 
place. Making maximum use of it means being present at 
and taking part in the discussions. As an active NATO 
member Norway does not want to be a passive observer, 
but as an associate member of the WEU involve itself in 
the work—for example, in the discussion of the French 
EU presidency’s forthcoming white paper on the Euro- 
pean pillar. 


[Faurby] When Denmark was the only Nordic country in 
the EU there were close contacts between Oslo and 
Copenhagen about the EU. How will things be with three 
Nordic countries in the EU? 


{Harlem Brundtland] They will be very like what we 
have seen at this meeting (SAMAK—POLITIKEN edi- 
tor’s note)}—both formal and informal cooperation. And 
also of course at government and parliamentary level. 
There will probably be a lar,.. degree of multilateral 
Nordic cooperation. 


But because Denmark has been a member for 22 ycars 
and during that time has performed an information role 
for NATO country Norway, there are traditions which 
we must preserve together, and which Denmark wants to 
preserve. 
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[Faurby] Will there be changed prionties in Norwegian 
foreign policy-——for example, greater weight on relations 
with the Baltic region? 


[Harlem Brundtland] We probably all take the view that 
the Baltic region is a pnority region. Even though we are 
not a Baltic Sea country we have been involved the 
whole time in Baltic Sea cooperation. We have been 
involved in giving support to the Balt:. countries. This ts 
important to us, but the region around the Barents Sea 
and Russia is also important. We will exert pressure for 
Denmark—which lies furthest away from this region—to 
be involved in regional cooperation within a Nordic 
framework. It 1s important to us all, and it is important 
for the EU. 


[Faurby] When will the question of Norwegian EU 
membershtp come up again? 


{Harlem Brundiland] I do not think that anyone has a 
foundation for any views on the matter at the present 
ume. 


{[Faurby] If it does come up, will it do so in the same way 
as before? 


{Harlem Brundtland] | envisage that when the question 
is to be looked at again, because things develop in a 
natural way, we should actually have a referendum as the 
first step and not the last. When you have raised the 
question twice and been given a no twice, you must start 
the other way round, and ask: Should we raise the matter 
again: yes or no? And then proceed on this basis. 


We are not planning in detail how many years should 
pass. But the process which 1s changing the whole Euro- 
pean picture is part of the Norwegian political debate. 
That is why people's view of Norway's place in the 
European political picture will be under the constant 
influence of events. Much will happen in the years up to 
the end of the century which will mean that some people 
will start to ask new questions. 


I have consciously not mentioned a year, because that 1s 
not possible. But | have the whole time dissociated 
myself from the argument that if you said no you have to 
expect that it will take at least another 20 years. | think 
this is an unhistoric line of argument. For it depends on 
what the majority of Norwegians think in seven, ten, or 
five years. And that is something we do not know. 


[Faurby] Was that what you had in mind when you 
recently said that the next five years could be as dramatic 
as the last five vears? 


[Harlem Brundtland] I did not say “dramatic,” but that 
the next five years could bring with them changes that 
are as great as those we have experienced in the last five 
years. And that we must be aware the whole time that 
Norway 1s part of European developments and that 
attitudes and views are determined by these. But we do 
not know in what direction or how quickly. 
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Poll Shows Gains for Center, Conservative Parties 
BR1701162695 


[FBIS Editorial Report] Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Nor- 
wegian publishes on page 2 of its 14 January edition a 
600 word Harald Stanghelle report on the January poll 
On party standings carried out by the Opinion polling 
organization for AFTENPOSTEN. The report ts accom- 
panied by a table giving the following figures for the 
1993 Storting election and the results of the last three 


Opinion polls: 
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Brundtland: Need for Political Participation, 
Debate 


9SENOO86F Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
24 Dec 94 p 9 


[Guest commentary by Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland: “Challenges Between Elections™] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] An unusual political year ts 
coming to a close. The European Union (EU) issue 
overshadowed everything else on the political agenda, 
and the year was marked by strong disagreement. height- 
ened differences of opinion, and intense activity. 


It had to be that way. There were only two alternatives, 
yes or no. We all knew that the popular referendum 
would determine which road we would take. and this 
colored the debate. Where we ordinarily have room in 
our democracy to seek compromises and reconcile views, 
this time there was only room for “either/or.” 


It is in the nature of politics that there will be disagree- 
ment and conflict and that the temperature well be hot at 
times. But when we have the EU’ decision behind us, it is 
important to remind each other that “both” 1s actually 
often an important guiding principle in everyday polit- 
ical life. Voting 1s the culmination of the political deci- 
sion-making process, usually the alternative that 1s being 
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voted on has been shaped over a long period of time in 
order to find solutions that many people can support. 
For this reason it is also in the nature of politics to seek 
cooperation and have an eye for the possibilities that lie 
in embracing many considerations and needs. 


We will need this perspective in the years ahead. The 
political goals. challenges, and tasks are the same as they 
were before the EU referendum. We must overcome 
unemployment, we must ensure the welfare of everyone: 
we must do a better job of protecting the environment, 
and we must take care of our peacekeeping responsibil- 
ities. And everything must occur within the framework 
of big international changes in a time of great uncer- 
tainty. 


So we cannot afford to be in deep disagreement for too 
long a time. For if there 1s something the last years have 
shown it 1s that we—despite the EU issue—have man- 
aged to achieve good results for Norway through coop- 
eration. Through cooperation on income policy, with the 
political cooperation in the Storting, and through joint 
efforts out in the counties and local communities, we 
have managed in fellowship to lead the Norwegian 
economy in on the right course: the situation and pros- 
pects at the end of this year are better than they were last 
year, and the years before that precisely because there 
has been broad support for pursuing a steady course 
based on the lines that were drawn up after the crisis in 
the mid-1980's. 


This course must be maintained. That the Norwegian 
economy is now doing better must not be allowed to 
obscure the fact that the country must have new legs to 
stand on when the oil revenues begin to decline right 
after the turn of the century. Now, as in the past, we are 
faced with the necessity to take both a short-term and a 
long-term view. For example, it 1s generally agreed that 11 
takes eight to 10 years to get a firm going properly if it 
survives the first dangerous years of life at all. When we 
know how many new firms, projects, and jobs we will 
need to compensate for the decline in oil revenues we 
must also act on the basis of the perspective that “the 
year 2005 is now.” 


And this is not primarily a question of maintaining the 
business or industrial sector's own interests, although 
many people try to give that impression. What it 
involves is ensuring the welfare of everyone, something 
we have had as a guideline for development throughout 
the postwar period. So we must keep both the production 
sector and welfare in view: and make sure at all times to 
develop firms and jobs that make it possible to realize 
our welfare and just distribution goals. It is not either the 
public or the private sector, but both. 


Next to the negative EU vote, it was voter turnout that 
attracted attention in the EU referendum. A turnout of 
almost 90 percent testified to great interest and strong 
political involvement. That could bode well for political 
activity in the future and for the strength of our democ- 
racy—both locally and nationally. But, unfortunately. 
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there are also some signs at this time that may point ina 
different direction; that it ts easier to be involved just 
before an election. especially when it is an either/or 
choice, than it is to be involved between elections. 


And that is precisely where we find ourselves now; 
between the EU election in 1994 and the municipal 
elections in 1995. Nominations are currently in progress, 
and there are reports from several parts of the country 
that many people are withdrawing their names from 
ballot lists. Many are obviously reluctant to run for 
re-election at the same time as many refuse to join in. 


We must take these signals seriously. Representative 
government is not an institution we can ‘ake for granted, 
but a social tool that requires active use by everyone. It 
is a tool that obligates us. In a demecracy we are all 


responsible. 


Therefore we must ask ourselves about the possible 
reasons behind these problems. Has everyday political 
work become too detailed and complicated? Is there too 
much sector politics and too little time and opportunity 
to discuss what many regard as the major political 
questions? Must those who become involved give up too 
much—for example. squeeved as most people are 
between their jobs, family life. parental responsibilities, 
and the need to cultivate contacts with close friends”? Do 
we need to pay more joint attention to and hold discus- 
sions on what it is like to expose oneself politically in the 
increasingly critical and intrusive spotlight aimed at us 
by the media and the public? 


I know that many people who are politically active think 
a lot about questions like these. So in the time ahead we 
should also take time to talk about them in more detail. 
Problems with recruitment, involvement, and willing- 
ness to take responsibility are signs of deeper challenges 
for all institutions and organizations. In the period of 
change that we are in now it would be strange if we did 
not also need a discussion of democratic conditions and 
prospects. Here too we cannot resign ourselves to the 
status quo when the challenges call for us to be in 
constant motion. [passage omitted] 


‘Nonviable’ Opposition Called ‘Problem for 
Democracy’ 


9SENOO874 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
29 Dec 94 p 9 


[Guest commentary by Iver B. Neumann, Norwegian 
Institute for Foreign Policy Studies, and Bjorn Talen, 
editor, STAT OG STYRING: “Labor Continues To 
Govern—-Who Will Be the Opposition” | 


[FBIS Translated Text] Many people seem to think that 
Norwegian politics will soon settle back into the old 
groove again, as they apparently did after the brief 
interlude of the Korvald government in the wake of the 
last referendum. The European question disappeared 
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from the agenda. and the nonsocialist-socialist division 
again took over as the real watershed in Norwegian 
politics. 


History will hardly repeat itself this tume. After the 
defeat in 1972 and the landslide election a year later, the 
Labor Party acquired a strong competitor on its left 
wing. That led to shifting course to the left to win back 
the voters that the new Left Socialist allhance had bor- 
rowed. The strategy was successful as far as it went, 
within a few years the Socialist Left Party (SV) was 
reduced to a miniparty. Radical and expensive reforms 
combined with an inflationary wage policy destroyed 
industr. ’s competitiveness and laid the foundation for 
unemployment later on. In terms of party politecs this 
facilitated new nonsocialist unification and also created 
a climate for the coming conservative wave. 


The Labor Party has no need to repeat this maneuver in 
1994. The loss 1s limited to Inge Staldvik, and the party 
can probably live with that. The party was strengthened 
rather than weakened by the EU struggle. Many interna- 
tionally-oriented people have gone from the SV to the 
Labor Party in frustration over an SV that is competing 
with the Center Party over who 1s the most “national.” 
Radical internationalists are not among this year’s vic- 
tors. It was the Center Party which, together with the 
national conservative Christian People’s Party (KrF) 
and the Progress Party, made up the vast majority of the 
anu-EU alhance. 


Another reason why politics fell back into the old pattern 
after 1972 was that the cold war forced the foreign policy 
debate back into the accustomed NATO/anti-NATO 
groove. When the cold war was over. this groove was also 
gone. 


Instead of the old bloc division. Europe is now struc- 
tured by a Brussels that has a magnetic attraction for 
countries from the Atlantic Ocean to the Urals. While 1 
was possible mn the 1970's to behave as if the EC did not 
exist, the EU question wall now be the most important 
issue on both the foreign and domestic policy agendas. 
Both the European Economic Area (EEA) agreement and 
proximity to our new EU neighbors to the east will 
ensure that the debate stays warm. The people have 
spoken, and the membership question has been decided 
this time around. But there are clear signals trom the 
pro-EU side that the fight will continue, and the anti-EU 
majority was not so large that it could not become a 
minority at the neat crossroads. 


hus the EU’ opposition has already taken over the 
NATO opposition’s former role as a foresgn policy 
protest line, and as far as we can see it 1s also about to 
take over as the political opposition in general, Among 
other things an attempt will be made to use the victory to 
stop the Labor government's Conservative-backed mod- 
ernization line in the public sector with regard to such 
agencies as the Telecommunications Administration, for 
example. But which of the EU opponents wall fill this 
role in the future’ 
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The Socialist Left Party was the institutional seedbed of 
NATO opposition and therefore has solid experience in 
playing the role of permanent opposition. But it ts clear 
that leading forces in the party do not feel very comfort- 
able in the new opposition camp where they have landed 
in company with the farmer nationalists. 


It was primarily the knee-jerk reflex from 1972 that 
made the majority in the SV say a halfhearted no, but we 
must not rule out the possibility that the party will 
realize at the next crossroads that it 1s more radical to be 
the driving force for supranatronal activity than to stick 
to the watt-and-see line. If the anti-union opposition 
loses its thin crust of urban radicalism it will no longer be 
a broad alliance but a nest of opposition in rural Chris- 
tian circles. Sternar Hansson may be mght when he “puts 
Norway's European future mm the SV’s hands.” 


In any case. the Socialist Left Party needs to raise the 
banner for international solidarity again. We have 
already had a taste with the support for Gunhild Ovan- 
gen’s logical, but somewha* ‘indictive initiative on 
increasing agricultural impons from developing coun- 
ries. 


After the 1972 referendum it was the Labor Party that 
had to work hard to win back the defectors in the 
Socialist Left League. Now the situation 1s reversed. An 
alliance with the nationalistic anti-EU forces must look 
like a blind alley. at least to SV people with their eves 
open. When the leaders of the Christian People’s Party's 
Youth Group want a government made up of the KrF, 
the Center Party, the Liberals, and the Socialist Left it 
hardly inspires a very sympathetic response from the 
remaining SV radicals. 


The Center Party bears the nationalist program much 
better than the SV ever could. The party's ideological 
leaders cultivate a national profile and even appear to 
believe in nationalism as a feasible ideology for both 
Norway and the world. 


The Center Party's problem has always been that its only 
social base has been a shrinking farming class. Now this 
has changed—the party 1s the standard bearer of nation- 
alism, and as such evokes a sympathetic response in a 
number of circles. The Center Party and nationalism will 
retain their strength as the main opposition in Norwe- 
gian politics in the years ahead. Therefore it was logical 
for Anne Enger Lahnstein to anticipate the role as 
alternative candidate for the prime ministry. 


But it will not be an easy balancing aci for a party that 
inside the government offices and out has formed part of 
the government's support base for the last 13 vears. Part 
of the Center rhetoric 1s that the Labor Party 1s relying 
on the Conservatives (and the Progressive Party. to rub 
salt in the wound). The Conservatives have become the 
major enemy. Although a lot can change very quickly im 
politics it 18 hard to beheve that a broad nonsocialist 
alternative can be re-established as quickly as it was afer 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and disseminatson 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














% NORDIC COUNTRIES 


1972. And beyond saying no to most things, the Center 
Party has little in the way of concrete policy to con- 
tribute. 


All the same 1t will not be entirely unproblematic for the 
Labor Party to get ts policies through in what remains of 
the Storting period—allies will still be needed for that. It 
can count on some support from the Christian reople’s 
Party, which with its yes to the EEA and no to the EU has 
emerged as a temporary winner and flexible cooperation 
partner. But what about the Conservatives’ 


If pro-integration/anti-integration has taken over as the 
main dividing line in Norwegian politics, the Conserva- 
tives old role as opposition leader is gone for good, and 
no new role rs in sight. One possibility, of course, is to 
outdo the Labor Party in supporting integration and 
become a federation-oriented party, but the Conserva- 
tives are not ready for that. 


In any case, the Conservatives and the Labor Party will 
act as a team at times. But it was a key argument against 
the Labor government that 1 was allied with the Con- 
servatives and most business leaders in the EU struggle. 
The attack was so heavy at tomes that this alliance 
emerged as less politicaliy correct than the shared views 
of solid democrats on the anti-EU side, grubby neona- 
tionalists. and thinly disguised apologists for dictator- 
ship on the extreme left wing. 
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So when the Center Party wants to act as the main 
opposition to responsible policies the Labor Party pur- 
sues in the future, it will be a serious problem for the 
government. Pandering to the anti-EU’ side could 
quickly create the basis for new growth in the Conserva- 
tive Party. The responsible course for preventing things 
from going as badly for the nation as the EU’ supporters” 
worst predictions might suggest will present an casy 
target for the Center Party's knife thrusts 


This 1s nothing new. In other respects Norway and 
Norwegian politics will not be quite the same as before. 
Gro Harlem Brundtland and the Labor Party will 
undoubtedly maintain a good steady course. But 1m the 
long run the lack of a viable and responsibie opposition 
may be a serious democratic problem. 


Red Cross Not Permitted To Fly Aid to Chechnya 


LD1701193595 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network in 
Swedish 1645 GMT 17 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Swedish Red Cross 1s not 
allowed to fly blankets to the victims of the war in 
Chechnya. According to the plans. 3,000 blankets, 
among other things. would have been flown out of 
Sweden today, but the aircraft did not receive permis- 
sion to land. However. the Russian authorities have 
agreed to let a Swedish convoy of trucks into Chechnya. 
The trucks will carry 20 tons of warm clothes. 
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Denktash Opposed to Cyprus Bid for EU 
Membership 


MS1801131495 London THE GUARDIAN in English 
18 Jan 95 p 10 


(Report by Jonathan Rugman: “Turkish Cyprus Opposes 
‘Illegal’ Bid for EU Status™] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Istanbul—The Turkish Cypriot 
leader, Rauf Denktash, stressed yesterday that he would 
oppose Cyprus’s bid for European Union [EU] member- 
ship until the divided island had reached a peace settle- 
ment. 


“The Greeks have given us a precondition for progress 
that we accept their EU application. But that application 
is illegal.” Mr Denktash said. Both communities needed 
to hold a referendum and form a federation, he said, 
before applying for Cyprus to join the EU. 


The island has been divided since !974 when the 
Turkish army invaded in response to a Greek Cypriot 
coup backed by Athens. 


Last month Greece vetoed a customs union between 
Turkey and the EU, citing Turkey's human rights record 
and the occupation of northern Cyprus by about 30,000 
Turkish troops. 


Athens wants Brussels to set a definite date for starting 
membership talks with the Greek Cypriot government in 
the south of Cyprus. 


But the French EWU presidency has threatened to delay 
considering the membership if Athens continues 
blocking the union's relations with Ankara. 


A United Nations envoy 1s holding talks with Mr Den- 
ktash and Glafcos Clerides, the president of south 
Cyprus, this week in the hope that “confidence-building 
measures” between the two communities can be agreed. 


These include reopening Nicosia airport for joint use 
and allowing Cypriots to revive the resort of Varosha, 
abandoned since 1974. But the Greeks want Turkish 
Cypriot support for the island's EU membership bid, 
while the Turkish Cypriots insist on full recognition of 
their sovereign rights. 


Butrus Butrus-Ghali, the UN secretary-gencral, said in a 
recent report that the “excessive level of armaments and 
forces im Cyprus and the rate at which they are being 
strengthened are a cause of serious concern”. 


President Clinton has also said he is alarmed at the 
prospect of conflict between Nato allies Greece and 
Turkey. Richavd Beattie, a New York lawyer who 1s Mr 
Clinton's special mediator on Cyprus, is due to visit the 
island next week. 


Mr Denktash said he was under public pressure to stand 
again as leader of the self-declared Turkish Republic of 
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Northern Cyprus (TRNC) in presidential elections due 
in April. A final decision will be made around his 7!st 
birthday later this month. 


Mr Denktash confirmed that due to friction with the 
northern Cypriot parliament he was advocating its abo- 
lition and a switch to presidential rule of the TRNC’s 
estimated 160,000 people. 


About 70 per cent of the TRNC’s exports, mainly fruit 
and textiles, have been hit by tariffs On EU trade with 
the north imposed last summer after the European Court 
of Justice affirmed that the Greek Cypriots formed the 
only legitimate administration. 


Government Considers Buying Russian Tanks, 
APC’s 


NC1301132495 Nicosia | SIMERINI in Greck 13 Jan 9S 
p18 


[Report by Kharalambos Kharalambidhis] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Council of Ministers will 
hold a special meeting dealing with the issue of the tanks 
and armored vehicles the National Guard will soon 
purchase within the framework of the Unified Defense 
Doctrine. This meeting is deemed necessary following 
intensive moves behind the scenes by various agents of 
arms industries which manufacture modern tanks and 
armored vehicles. 


The president of the republic is aware of these moves 
and he is reviewing all the questions pertaining to the 
strengthening of defense while cooperating closely with 
the defense minister and the military leadership. Mr. 
Kliridhis decided that the responsibility for the purchase 
will be undertaken jointly with the Council of Ministers 
because he wants to protect the defense minister and the 
National Guard commander from any future mud- 
slinging by agents whose companies would not ensure a 
market for tanks and armored vehicles. 


The only thing yet certain about the new weapons to be 
purchased for the Cypriot armed forces is that a large 
quantity of them will be of Greek origin. Specifically. at 
the first stage we will be supplied from Greece with 
“Leonidas” Armored Personnel Carriers [APC's], 
“Steyer” trucks, “Artemis” antiaircraft guns. and 
“Medusa” field glasses for night vision. 


According to our reliable source, the military leaders are 
now pondering seriously over the type or types of tanks 
that should be purchased to reinforce the Armored 
Brigade. So far the leading model is the Russian T-80, 
which is regarded as the best of its type and 11 1s priced 
much lower than the French AMX-30 and other tanks of 
the same class. [t is noteworthy that a Russian T-80 tank, 
similar to the ones the Russians are using in the 
Chechnya war, costs approximately the same as a remod- 
eled French AMX-30, that is, approximately 1.1 million 
pounds. 
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Also it is probably certain that we will also purchase 
from Russia APC’s of the BMP-.3 type which are also 
regarded as the best in their class and are offered at very 
reasonable prices with easy payment terms. 


Denktas on Presidential System, His ‘Presidency’ 


1741301155395 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1130 
GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Rauf Denktas has said 
that he needs time to decide whether or not there is 
reason for him to change his mind about not running for 
the presidency. 


Denktas was speaking to the leaders of the Erenkoy 
{[Kokkina] Fighters Association. headed by Ahmet Ter- 
ali, who paid him a visit and gave him a letter asking him 
to run for the presidency again. 


After taking the letter, Denktas pointed out that earlier 
he had explained some of the reasons why he would not 
run. He said: As a person who has served the community 
for years, | came to a point where I had to say that I could 
not advance the community any more. I am elected by 
the people and the people expect me to do things. This 
does not work, however, if the governments do not carry 
out their duties. 


Denktas st- *ssed that the existing system is good for 
nothing but for a tension-ridden dual leadership. He 
said: The ministers must play to the tune of the elec- 
torate. Certain games are being played within the party. 
The community cannot tolerate such games. The com- 
munity wants service by expert teams, and the assembly 
must check these teams. 


Denktas explained that the bureaucracy degenerates and 
the country cannot be served if the presidency is limited 
to a small team and sirictly ceremonial duties, and if the 
prime minister appoints as minister the person who gets 
most of the votes. Denktas added: I said I will not run for 
the presidency. Then I proposed that the country adopt 
the presidential system. I did not reply to the question of 
whether I will run for the presidency if the presidential 
system is introduced. 


The president stressed that the deputies must reveal 
these truths to the public. He pointed out that he lost his 
closest comrade in arms in the national struggle because 
he could not appoint him minister. He stressed that 
being in public service is not an easy life, and that the 
previous government was always fighting for ministerial 
posts. 


Denktas stated that the people elect him and expect a lot 
from him. If these expectations are not met, he said, | 
will be held responsible. That 1s why I proposed the 
presidential system. 


Denktas explained that this will not be possible until the 
next presidential elections and that after that, the deci- 
sion should be made by the people. 
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On the Cyprus question, Denktas stressed that the 
Turkish Cypriots must insist on the recognition of their 
sovereignty. He said that as long as the president and the 
assembly insist on that, there can be no going back in the 
Cyprus problem. 


Denktas said that he considers the latest developments 
concerning Cyprus as dangerous because Europe con- 
siders the Greek Cypriots as the legitimate government 
of Cyprus and also because of the Greek Cypriot appli- 
cation for membership in the European Union. He 
pointed out that he is doing whatever is necessary in 
connection with this matter. 


In its letter to Denktas, the Erenkoy Fighters Association 
says that the Turkish Cypriots continue to struggle for 
their survival, and asks him to run for the presidency. 
The Association says that Denktas is not only the leader 
of the Turkish Cypriots but also the leader of the struggle 
being waged by the people, and that he assumed the duty 
to honorably conclude this struggle. 


Atun Reshuffles Democratic Party Posts in 
Cabinet 


7A1801201195 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1630 
GMT 18 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translat*d Excerpt] There has been a reshuffle in 
the Democratic Party [DP] wing of the coalition govern- 
ment. The DP posts within the government, excep! for 
the post of the ministry of foreign affairs and defense, 
have been reshuffled by Prime Minister Hakki Atun. 
Accordingly, Mustafa Adaoglu replaces Taner Etkin as 
interior minister, Salih Cosar replaces Onur Borman as 
minister of economy and finance, Suha Turkoz replaces 
Ahmet Kasif as minister of public works and transpor- 
tation, and Mustafa Gokmen replaces Serdar Denktas as 
minister of youth, sports. and environmental affairs. 


After submitting the changes to the approval of Presi- 
dent Rauf Denktas this morning, Prime Minister Hakki 
Atun held a news conference at 1430 and announced the 
changes. Also present at the news conference were \tay 
Ahmet Rasit, minister of foreign affairs and defense, and 
the four former ministers. Atun pointed out that the 
changes constituted an intraparty step. a change of 
guard. [passage omitted] 


On the approaching presidential elections, Atun said 
that the national struggle is at an important and critical 
Stage, and under these circumstances, he considers the 
continuation of Denktas’ presidency as vitally essential. 
[passage omitted] 


Denktas Assesses Reshuffle 


741901120795 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1630 
GMT 18 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Rauf Denktas has 
described the recent cabinet reshuffle as a rotational 
ministerial experiesce, wishing that it be auspicious for 
the community. 
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Making an assessment of the issue after endorsing the 
reshuffle in the Democratic Party [DP] wing of the 
coalition government, Denktas said that the reshuffle 
was the implementation of a procedure decided upon 
within the party the day it became part of the govern- 
ment. Denktas said: Our friends reached this decision in 
the beginning. In this way the ministers assumed their 
duties knowing they were temporary and the others 
waiting for this day. He added that it remains to be seen 
what this rotational ministerial experience will bring. 
Noting that it is natural for him to endorse this reshuffle 
made by the prime minister, Denktas wished that it be 
auspicious to the community. Referring to his expecta- 
tions from the government, Denktas said that at this 
stage he expects the government do dwell on and endorse 
the bills dealing with the position of an ombudsman and 
the amendment to the housing and land law. 


Greek-Cypriot, Turkish-Cypriot Politicians Meet 


NCi801175395 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 1700 GMT 18 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cyp- 
riot politicians today decided to work jointly to establish 
talks between them. At the meeting, which was held 
under the auspices of the interparliamentary union, the 
politicians agreed to pursue free movement between 
political leaders and officials, unobstructed communica- 
tion between the parties, and settlement of the issue 
regarding the power supply to the occupied areas. A new 
meeting has been scheduled for 27 January. 


Michael Ferris, the chairman of the interparliamentary 
union’s committee to monitor the situation in Cyprus, 
described the meeting as significant. He added that the 
international community wants to utilize every opportu- 
nity it has to brrag the two sides closer. DIKO [Demo- 
cratic Party] and socialist party EDEK [United 
Democratic Union of Cyprus] did not participate in the 
meeting. 
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The so-called pseudo-prime minister Haki Atun again 
spoke about recognizing the legal rights, as he called 
them, of the Turkish Cypriots and demanded separate 
sovereignty and recognition of the pseudostate. Asked to 
comment on Atun’s remarks, Ferris said Atun attended 
the meeting as a political leader, not as a representative 
of the pseudostate. He stressed that Atun’s views are 
personal. 


Greek Cypriot-Turkish Cypriot Trade Union 
Declaration 


NC1801133295 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 18 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Greek Cypriot and Turkish 
Cypriot trade union organizations support a federal 
solution that would safeguard the unified status of 
employment, salaries, and social insurance. Their posi- 
tions are contained in a declaration adopted at the end of 
a trade union forum that today entered its third day at 
the Philoxenia Hotei. 


In their speeches trade union delegates from both sides 
expressed the desire for a Cyprus solution based on the 
high-level agreements and the UN resolutions on 
Cyprus. 


International Labor Office [ILO] representative William 
Simpson said in his address that the ILO would support 
the efforts to realize the goals noted in the declaration. 


The forum also decided that the preparatory committee, 
which consists of Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot 
trade union representatives, will act as a permanent 
coordinating committee toward realizing the goals of the 
declaration. 


The text of the declaration will be sent to President 
Glavkos Kliridhis, Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denk- 
tas, the UN secretary general, and to the five pern “nent 
members of the Security Council. 
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‘Tired’ of Denying Turkish Claims Regarding 
Kurds 


NC1801133895 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 18 Jan 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Responding to a statement by 
the Izmir police director that Kurdish guerrillas are 
being trained in Greece, government spokesman Evan- 
gelos Venizelos said: Greece has grown tired of categor- 
ically denying such statements by Turkish officials and 
others. Anyone who has any evidence should present it, 
because Greece will not collaborate in the climate of 
artificial tension that Turkish officials are trying to 
create. 


Poll on PASOK Popularity, Balkan Issues 
95p20387A 


[FBIS Editorial Report] The results of an ICAP Poll 
conducted from 5 to 15 December 1994 among 1,000 
registered voters residing in the First and Second Dis- 
tricts of Athens, in Piraeus, and in Salonica were pub- 
lished in the | January Athens weekly KIRIAKATIKI 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA. Results showed that a majority of 
the respondents are unhappy about the direction of the 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) government. 
Some 34.8 percent thought that the government's pace is 
“too slow” and 22.9 percent said it is “rather slow,” 
producing a majority of 57.7 percent, while only 14 
percent said it is “rather satisfactory” and 6.5 percent 
that it is “satisfactory.” Some 21.7 percent were “neu- 
tral,” and 0.2 percent did not answer. Despite their 
dissatisfaction however, 36.3 percent said they would 
still vote for PASOK, compared with 32.6 percent who 
would choose the New Democracy (ND). Respondents 
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were also asked to express agreement or disagreement 
with the government's economic policy. Some 36.5 per- 
cent said they “disagreed” with it and 27.8 percent that 
they “rather disagreed,” a total of 64.2 percent. While 
19.7 percent were neutral, 9.7 percent said they “rather 
agreed,” and 5.4 percent that they “disagreed,” a total of 
15.9 percent. Only 0.1 percent did not answer. Respon- 
dents were further asked to express their opinion of the 
various ministers. Some (10.7 percent) chose “none” 
and 13.3 percent did not answer. Minister of Public 
Order Stilianos Papathemelis achieved the highest score 
(12.9 percent). He was followed by Minister of Environ- 
ment Kostas Laliotis (10.8 percent) and Minister of the 
Press Evangelos Venizelos (8.8 percent). Minister of 
National Defense Yerasimos Arsenis received a score of 
7.9 percent, Minister of Justice Yiorgos Kouvelakis a 
score of 6.8 percent, Minister of Industry Kostas Simitis 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Karolos papoulias both 
received a score of 6.7 percent, Minister of Rducation 
Yiorgos Papandreou a score of 4.1 percent, and Minister 
of Health Kremastinos a score of 4 percent. 


The poll also entered the field of foreign policy. Respon- 
dents were asked their opinion of the government's 
handling of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Mace- 
donia (FYROM) issue. Some 25.4 percent “disap- 
proved” of it and 17.1! percent “rather disapproved.” a 
total of 42.5 percent. While 24.7 percent were “neutral,” 
20.9 percent “rather approved” of it, 11.7 percent 
“approved” of it (a total of 32.6 percent), and 0.! percent 
did not answer. As for the government's “Northern 
Ipiros” policy, 25.3 percent “disapproved” of it, 17.2 
percent “rather disapproved” of it (a total of 42.5 
percent) and 22.8 percent were neutral. Some 21.3 
percent “rather approved” of it, 13 percent “approved” 
of it (a total of 34.3 percent), and 0.3 percent did not 
answer. 
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Lebanese Terrorists Kidnap U.S. Colonel, Son 


Release of Hizballah Member Demanded 


TA1801202295 Jerusalem Qol Yisra’e! in Hebrew 2000 
GMT 18 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Reports were disseminated 
tonight according to which a Lebanese terror organiza- 
tion has kidnapped an American officer and his son in 
Turkey. The organization is demanding the release of 
Mustafa Dirani—a Hizballah member incarcerated in 
Israel—in exchange for his release. 


The reports arriving from Turkey indicate the kidnap- 
pers are members of the Lebanese Freedom Fighters. 


An unidentified person speaking English delivered a 
similar message to Qol Yisra’el in Jerusalem. In the 
message it was stated that the kidnappers are holding 
U.S. Air Force officer, Colonel Mike Couillard, and his 
10-year-old son. According to the reports. the two went 
missing last Sunday [15 January] after the father took his 
son to a ski resort near Ankara 


Group Threatens To kill Hostages 
NC1801224795 Paris AFP in English 2224 GMT 
18 Jan 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, Jan 18 (AFP)}—A US 
air force colonel and his son who were reported miss’ g 
in Turkey at the weekend have been kidnapped by a 
Lebanese Shiite Muslim group. the Anatolia news agency 
reported Wednesday [18 January]. 


In exchange for the freedom of Lieutenant Colonel Mike 
Couillard, 37, and his 10-year-old son Matt, the group 
demanded the release of a Muslim fundamentalist leader 
held in an Israeli jail, the semi-official Turkish news 
agency said without providing a source for its report. 


The group named the man as Haj ‘Ali Dirant saying he 
was a leader of the Iranian-backed Hizballah guerrillas. 


It called itself the “Fighters for Freedom in Lebanon” 
and is believed to be close to Hizballah, Anatolia said 
without giving other details on the demands. 


The US embassy refused to confirm that the two Amer- 
icans were kidnapped. 


“We are evaluating the reports to see whether they are 
real or a hoax. Until we have confirmation one way or 
another, we have no further comment,” embassy spokes- 
woman Margarete Schmidt said 


Turkish Interior Minister Nahit Mentese said he had “no 
evidence of a possible kidnapping of an American ser- 
viceman,” Anatolia added. 


But sources close to the Turkish government said the 
Lebanese group warned it would kill the two Americans 
if the fundamentalist was not released within 48 hours. 
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A US embassy press service statement said Tuesday that 
Couillard and his son left their hotel in Kartalkaya, a 
popular ski resort near Bolu, 200 kilometers (125 miles) 
northwest from the capital, to go skiing Sunday morning 
and never returned. 


US helicopters from the joint Turkish-US military base 
in Incirlik, eastern Turkey, were taking part Wednesday 
in the search for the two Americans. 


Hizballah spearheads the resistance to the Israeli occu- 
pation of southern Lebanon. 


An Israeli commando unit in May kidnapped the head of 
a small Islamic group Mustafa Dirani from his home in 
Lebanon to question him on the whereabouts of a 
missing Israeli airman. 


Humanitarian Aid to Chechnya for Third Time 


741801192795 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1525 
GMT 18 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, Jan 18 (AA)—Turkey 
is to send humanitarian aid to Chechnya, it was reported 
on Wednesday [18 January]. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman said at his 
weekly briefing that the aid is to be sent to the region in 
the coming days and preparations are still underway. 


He said that Turkey has already sent aid to Chechnya 
twice in the past weeks, and expressed Turkey's hopes 
that the cease-fire that is expected to take place tonight 
will facilitate aid operations. 


He added that Turkey is ready to receive the wounded 
that would come from the region if such a demand comes 


up. 


U.S. Said To Help Russia, Fear Turkic Community 


NC1701190195 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 
12 Jan 95 p 7 


[FBIS Translated Text} Antalya—Yilmaz Ozkan, the 
grandson of Sheik Shamil [leader of Islamic rebellion 
against Russia between 1834-1859], delivered a lecture 
at the weekly symposium organized by the Antalya 
district branch of MHP [Nationalist Movement Party of 
Alparslan Turkes]. He said: “The Chechen Turks nurture 
their customs and traditions. They see Turkey as their 
only hope in the world. They expect prayer and moral 
support from their brethren in Turkey.” 


Indicating that Russia has always resorted to bluffs while 
waging wars, Yilmaz Ozkan said: “Presently, Russia is 
again bluffing over Chechnya. As in Afghanistan, here 
too it will achieve no result and will be forced to 
withdraw.” 


United States Help to Russia 


Indicating that since the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
the United States has been covertly helping Russia for 
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the past almost three years, Yilmaz Ozkan said: “*Fol- 
lowing the collapse of the Soviet Union, the United 
States does not want to see a strong united Turkic 
community. The Turks are seen as a threat to the United 
States. That is why it has been covertly helping Russia 
tor the last three years to keep it on its feet.” 


Announcing that Chechnya has nuclear weapons, Sheik 
Shamil’s grandson said: “At present, Chechnya has 
nuclear weapons, but lacks long-range planes to deliver 
them. The Chechens are waging a guerrilla war against 
Russia with the arms they now have. In this regard the 
Chechens are lucky because they are the masters of 
guerrilla warfare.” 


We Lack Aggressive Policy 


Speaking at the meeting, Turhan Atasever, head of 
MHP’s Antalya district branch. noted that Turkey ts 
following a passive foreign policy. He said: “Upon the 
U.S. statement that ‘Chechnya 1s Russia’s problem, it 
will be wrong to interfere in their internal affairs,” our 
Foreign Ministry made a similar statement as if we are 
an apnendix of the United States. This has saddened us. 
We have blood and religious ties with some countries in 
the Balkans and Caucasus.” 


Who Is Yilmaz O;kan? 


Ozkan was born .n Kars in 1949. He comes from the 
Dagestani Turks and is the forth generation grandson of 
Sheik Shamil. - .er comp.ting his primary and sec- 
ondary education in Kars, hc »raduated from Colorado 
University in the United Staves. He worked for his 
doctorate at NASA as an electrical engineer. He worked 
as a project engineer at NASA. Yilmaz Ozkan, who 1s 
now engaged in business in Antalya, is married and has 
two children. 


Ankara Questions Logic of Senator Dole Bill on 
Aid 

TAI8O]1985698 Ankara 1RT Television Network in 
lurkish 1800 GMT 18 Jan 9S 


[FBIS Translated Text] Turkey has told the United 
States that it 1s impossible to understand the logic behind 
the U.S. bill which bans the extension of U.S. aid to 
countries that prevent the passage of humanitarian aid to 
another country. Turkey has said that this bill 1s incon- 
sistent. 


Replying to a question during his weekly news confer- 
ence, Foreign Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman 
pointed out that the bill submitted by Senator Robert 
Dole to the Senate on 13 January was sent to the Foreign 
Relations Committee. Ataman recalled that as a result of 
the efforts of the Armenian lobby, the same bill was 
submitted to the House of Representatives and the 
Senate last vear. The bill was not enacted, he stressed. 


Replying to another question, Ataman said that Turkey 
is getting ready to send a third batch of aid to Chechnya, 
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and that a cease-fire is necessary so that the aid can reach 
the Chechens more rapidly and efficiently. He also 
announced that aid to be supplied by Turkey to interna- 
tional aid organizations might be sent to Chechnya in the 
coming days. 


Greece’s Approach to Customs Union Seen as 
Dubious 


NC1801164595 Istanbul DUNYA in Turkish 16 Jan 95 
pl 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Ankara—Ankara is convinced 
that Greece's contention that it may lift its veto of the 
customs union between Turkey and the European Union 
[EU] if certain conditions are met is not a serious 
approach. Several Foreign Ministry sources have said 
that the EU is indisputably committed to sign the 
agreement on a customs union and that this matter 
cannot be linked in any way with the chronic problems 
between Turkey and Greece. 


Several sources at the Foreign Ministry have described 
the reports on the agreement [French] Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe and [Greek] Foreign Minister loannis 
Kranidhiotis reached last week as “misinformation.” 
The reports said that Greece would agree to withdraw its 
veto of the Turkey-EU customs union if the EU agreed to 
consider Cyprus as a member, refrains from recognizing 
the freedom of movement for Turkish citizens. supports 
Athens in the Aegean Sea area, and protects Greek textile 
products against Turkey. The sources stressed that the 
reports are “a maneuver by Greece that is linked with the 
domestic politics in that country.” 


According to the same sources, Ankara “cannot agree in 
any way” to linking the agreement on a customs unton to 
the bilateral problems between Turkey and Greece. 
Stressing that the EU is obliged to sign the agreement, 
which is stipulated in the bilateral agreements between 
the two sides, the sources asserted that “Turkey will not 
change its approach for any reason.” 


Ciller Comes Under Pressure for Early Elections 


NC1801164495 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 12 
Jan 95 p 7 


[Report by Ahmet Baydar] 


[FBIS Translated Text] DYP [True Path Party] leader 
and Prime Minister Tansu Ciller is coming under pres- 
sure from the opposition and her own party for an carly 
election. Despite the prime minister's opposition to carly 
elections until 1996, those inside the DYP wanting an 
early election are on the rise. 


The debate on early elections, which followed President 
Suleyman Demirel’s demand for the dissolution of par- 
lament and early elections proposed during his new vear 
press conference, is assuming new dimensions. 
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Though Demirel’s request to give the president the 
power to call early elections found no supporters, there is 
a growing tendency within the DYP to hold early elec- 
tions. 


The government believes that !t reserves the right to 
make the decision on whether to hold an early election. 
However, Ciller 1s being pushed toward an early election 
by the opposition, the president, and the speaker of the 
parliament for different reasons. 


The main opposition party [ANAP—Motherland] leader 
Mesut Yilmaz is saying that he has always wanted an 
early election. RP [Welfare Party] leader Necmettin 
Erbakan is constantly saying that his party favors an 
early election. The fact that Former Transportation 
Minister Yasar Topcu has started calling for early elec- 
tions [sentence unfinished as published]. The political 
circles are indicating that [former ministers] Cavit 
Caglar, Koksal Toptan, Yasar Topcu, and Gokberk 
Ergenokon, and some DYP deputies are in constant 
contact with the presidential palace in Cankaya and are 
working to win over their parliamentary group for an 
early election. 


There is also talk among the political circles in Ankara 
that having failed to receive support for his call for a 
constitutional amendment to give the president the 
power to call early elections, President Demirel is arming 
at achieving his goal by increasing the number of DYP 
deputies who want an early election. 


It is already known that like President Demirel, Parlia- 
ment Speaker Husamettin Cindoruk also favors an early 
election and is exerting efforts in this direction. Though 
Cindoruk opposes granting the president the right to call 
early elections, he supports the view that the [general] 
elections should be held every four years. With this 
proposal, Cindoruk has been increasing the pressure for 
an early election. His proposal is seen as the beginning of 
a coordinated effort with the opposition to push Ciller to 
call an early election. 


In his speech at the DYP parliamentary group the day 
before yesterday, Topcu said: “The esteemed prime 
minister is saying that the elections will be held in 1996. 
But. with 150 percent inflation these people will not 
carry us to 1996.” The intra-party opposition leveled 
strong criticism against Ciller in that same meeting. 


Demirel Criticizes Ciller Over Economy 
NC1801070795 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 12 Jan 95 p 1 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—President Suleyman 
Demirel on Wednesday made one of his rare criticisms 
of Prime Minister Tansu Ciller’s administration’s eco- 
nomic management in which he said, “The Turks have 
found themselves amid the heaviest of all (economic) 
burdens at the turn of 1994." 
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He told the newly-elected board members of the Ankara 
Chamber of Commerce (ATO) that the financial turmoil 
of 1994 had eventually turned into problems seen on the 
real (production) side of the national economy. 


“An inflation rate of nearly 150 percent has never been 
seen in the history of the country. Not even in War times. 


“I do not want to argue about whether or not this is a 
result of ignorance during past vears. But I tell you the 
Turks are suffering from the high cost of living.” the 
president told the ATO delegation. 


He said that he had felt concerned that the financial 
crisis would eventually spread into production and social 
life. “I am afraid this has happened.” 


Demirel, seven-times prime minister of Turkey. pointed 
out that as long as ihe state's fiscal accounts produced 
deficits the government would be forced to borrow from 
financial markets. “Then you will have no financing left 
for trading and industrial activity.” 


He called on all entrepreneurs to continue with their 
investments because he said boosting national produc- 
tion was the only way to defeat inflation. 


He referred to privatization. 


“Privatization is not an easy task. Turkey's capital 
accumulation is not sufficient for rapid sell-off. You 
need foreign investors but then there is competition 
from every corner of the world. It is wrong to assume 
Turkey can pile up treasure overnight by selling off its 
state firms.” 


ATO Chairman Ahmet Cavusoglu said that his delega- 
tion was visiting the president “in order to have their 
morales boosted.” 


“We are longing for the days of your premiership when 
you attained sustainable economic growth,” Cavusoglu 
said. 


Banning Refah Called ‘Harebrained’ 
9SES00484 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 9 Dec 94 p 3 


{Article by Hasan Pulur: “Banning a Party”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] The year is 1919, the place ts the 
Istanbul of the Armistice, defeat, social and political 
upheaval, the event is the “Exaltation of Islam Society” 
(one of the leagues), founded in Istanbul. its leader 
Iskiliplhi Atif Hoca hanged by the Supreme Court fol- 
lowing the proclamation of the Republic—a film was 
recegt!y made about him and shown in the theaters 


Tite 3 iy was opposed to the Unionists: according to 
the Society, the Unionists were “a heresy, a religious 
deviancy, a party of Salonika Judaizers and upstarts of 
unknown ancestry, race, and sect. The buffoons of the 
National Independence Army. which began the war of 
salvation in Anatolia, are but a continuation of the 
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Unionists. What mght do these bandits have to call 
themselves the National Independence Army?” 


My old professor, Dr. Tarik Zafer Tunaya (now 
deceased), in his monumental two-volume work entitled 
“Political Parties In Turkey,” states on pages 382-385 
concerning the Society: “Despite these circumstances, 
the Konya branch of the Exaltation of Islam Society 
asked to participate in the 1920 Grand National 
Assembly elections. Mustafa Kemal Pasa saw no objec- 
tion.” 


Why have I opened this file of seventy-odd years? I have 
written about tabling the discussion of a harebrained 
idea like banning the Prosperity Party (RP). If the 
leaders of the RP have commitied a crime, let them be 
judged by the independent couris and there found guilty 
or not guilty. | wonder what problem banning a party has 
solved up to now that it should be repeated? Parties are 
born of people's ideas; they are the sphere where that 
idea passes into the real world. If the RP is banned, will 
that idea be erased and put out of people's minds? 


Forget these things; they have been tried and they offer 
no remedy. The National Reorganization Party was 
banned; the National Security Party was founded. If the 
RP is banned, another will be founded in its place. When 
the Democratic Party (DP) was banned, the Justice Party 
(JP) came; when the JP was banned, the True Path Party 
(DYP) was founded. 


Now, some will ask, “Hey! What are we to do? If the RP 
has pocketed the money collected for Bosnia, shouldn't 
we ask for an accounting?” Who 1s telling you not to ask? 
Hand the matter over to the court, and, if someone did 
it, and his guilt is proved, let him pay the penalty, but 
banning the party 1s not a penalty. Banning the party and 
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prohibiting politics were the biggest mistakes made on 
“12 September.” Come on! They (the Septembrists) were 
military: what do you think will happen to civilhans” 


I wonder if it was mght to have forced the Free Repub- 
hean Party. founded during the first vears of the 
Republic, to abolish itself, The founders of the Republic 
acknowledged years later that this had been a mistake. 
Well, one can excuse them—they had no experience with 
democracy and they were determined not to give coun- 
terrevolutionaries the chance to overthrow the revolu- 
tionary government they had established. But what 
about now” A half a century later and we somehow have, 
for better or worse, experience with democracy in addi- 
tion to a civihan administration—and we are going to 
ban a party? 


Some people will say, “It's in the law!” If there 1s a law 
that allows banning a party. you should change the law 
and not ban a party. If anyone has committed a crime, let 
the courts tinpose their penalty. Mustafa Kemal, even 
during the difficult days of the National Salvation War, 
saw no objection to allowing people who called him a 
bandit to participate in the election; and now, in 1994, 
we are setting out to ban a party. 


Let me end this article as I began 11, with the head of the 
Exaltation of Islam Society, Iskiliphi Atif Hoca, along 
with several members being sentenced by the Ankara 
Supreme Court. Atuuf Hoca 1s sentenced to death. the 
others are acquitted. Does anyone remember the name 
and identity of those who were acquitted” No! But. 50 
years later, in 1994, Atif Hoca’s opinions and execution 
are the subject of a film. Moreover. no one can say that 
Atif Hoca’s opinions and ideas have gone up in smoke 
and disappeared. 
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